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Hmmidiy, ThDa sweet tiiitaitJiit pd«<r« 
Whose infloence aopthi atUction's darkest bov» 
Thy balmy aid revives the faoumer's breast* 
And hashes sorrow into peace and test* 



This coticise description of the power 

of humanity was completely exempli- 
iied in the conduct of a gentleman^ 
whose name was Rockingham, for 
though his fortune could not be con. 
sidered large^ yet his benevolence was 

B 



2 HISTORY OF THE ROCKINGHAMS. 

SO unbounded^ that real poverty was 
unknown within six miles of his estate. 
At an expense comparatively smalt, he 
erected schools of industry, the youth- 
ful members of which^ were supported 
from their own exertions, for as each 
of these schools was established in a 
pbpulous neighbourhood, the surround- 
ing gentlemen's families made a point 
of supplying the girls with needle- 
work. The boys were not only taught 
reading and writing, but were instruct- 
ed in the art of weaving and carding 
wool, and all the lower class of people 
scarcely purchased a pair of stocking^, 
but from the Rockingham schools. 

In the girls' schools though there w as 
»ot a , manufactory, yet there were a 
variety of shops for every different kind 
of ready -mfide goods; and twice in the 
year Mr. Rockingham went to London, 
for the purpose of purchasing. materials 
at the cheapest rate they could be 
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bought. He kept a regular account of 
the money he expended, which wiis 
repaid him according to the 3ale of the 
different articles ; fifty pounds a year 
the worthy establisher of this useful 
foundation^ allowed for the dinner of 
the youthful members of each seminary^ 
but the children breakfasted before they 
came, supped after they went home. 

The worthy, and universally respected 
Mr. Rockingham, was the father^ of 
four children, with whose different dis- 
positions my young readers will become 
acquainted in the course of the ensuing 
narrative. At the commencement of 
it, Greorge the elder, bad just completed 
his sixteenth year ; his sister was about 
fifteen months younger, but Henry and 
Louisa were scarcely twelve. The at- 
tachment which subsisted between the 
two latter, who> from the similarity of 
their age, my young readers will natu- 
rally conclude to have been twm^^ was 

B 2 



4 HlfjrORY OP THE BPCKJNGHAMS. 

«o completdy striking, that they were 
patterns to all tb© children in the oeigl»- 
bourbood, 

Mr. BppWoghftoj wfl« cbiefpreoeptor 
IQ hk sons; and Mr^ RocWngham 
«qperinfwd^ the edwatiott of her 
d^H^tets; thongb a young lady, o£ the 
mvf\^ of Haalemwo, reeided in thefe- 
mily, a? nominal governess ; for upon 
the -death of her father, who had [ex- 
pended a large fortune, sh« was reduced 
from an qffuetu to a depemlent situa- 
tiom and from n^otives of buraanity 
rather, than froai a w««it of assistance^ 

I4rs, Roc^ing^arooflered her an asylum 
in.her faxAily. Boot Mia« Haalemere 
gratefully accepted the jwopdaal, though 
avfare that she wa* not qualified for the 
important ofiice-of a gowniess, forhoth 
herparents had beec^ too fondof pleasure 
to p^ mu<?h atl^ntioii to her education. 
.Without, uiwkirstapding the ^«und- 
work of muaic, fih© could play upon the 
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« 

piano; without any gratnmatkolknow^ 
ledge of the French language, she wm 
said to €peak Frtnch ; bat aided by the 
friendl/ in«tr«icttonfl of Mrs. Racking' 
bani> ill teaching otkerst she so^m im^ 
proved herstif. This yoang hdy bocmnne 
ail inhabitlmt df Mrs. Rockingham's 
family wh^ Louisa was about eight 
years of age^ ahd all the cbildrien were 
laugbt to treat her with a mikture of 
afTeotiioii^ re8{)edk, and esteem. 

Though^ froBi the earliest dawn of 
reaaon, these ohtldren bad the brightest 
exaotiples of piety and mcnrality set foe«- 
£>f6 them, yet in the disposition of fhe 
two elder, Mr. and Mrs. Rockingham * 
discovered traits that gave them much 
uneasiiaess. 6edrge> though endowed 
by nature with an excellent understand- 
ing, possessed an inflexibility of temper 
ibat alike resisted /orce and persuasion, 
and be frequently displayed symptoms 
of aelf-importance) which he seemed^to 

B a 



6 HISTORY OF T^E ROCKIMGHAMS. 

derive from knowing ' he was heir to an 
estate that must render him indepen- 
dant. Matilda's failings were those to 
which handsome children are too liable; 
namely, those of pride and vanity ; for 
at an early age they have not ^ sense 
enough to discover that the amia&lc 
part of the world are never biassed by a 
pretty, face ; and though the weak and 
unenlightened, may be struck by an 
external appearance; the judicious and 
weli-'Principled, only admire goodness 
o£ heart; hut unfortunately she like- 

^ wise wanted feeling, which time seldom 

conquers. . Mr, Rockiagham might 
• justly be compared to Pope's celebrated 
Man of Ross ; for with a fortune af 
about twelve hundretl a year, he per- 
formed more real acts of benevolence,- 
than many gentlemen with five times 

♦ that sum. Yet he could not have en - 

joyed the satisfaction which arises from 
benignity, had he thought the liberality 
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of his conduct wwrid' prove injurious to 
his family; but by farming his own 
estate, and studiously attending to all hts 
expensesj instead of exceeding his in- 
come, he Annually reserved a part. Mr; 
Rockingham's estate adjoined the rec^ 
tory, in which the curate of the parish 
resided, and finding the superintend* 
ance'of his land, united to overlooking 
his benevolent institutions, occupied 
the- greater part of the morning, he 
solicited Mr. Turner (which was the 
name of the curate) ' to aid him in the ^ 
instruction of the boys. 

George would frequently express his 
astonishment to Mr. Turner, that his 
father should derive pleasure from the 
institution he had established ; and 
when invited to accompany him to these 
benevolent seminaries, generally con- 
trived to make some frivolous excuse. 
Matilda's sentiments coincided with 
those df her brother, and she would 

' b4 



i HISTORY OF TBE S.0CKJN6HAMS. 

often say tobixn^ ^^ Had my father en* 
dp wed schools for decayed cENTLJBr 
3i£N^s children, I should have had a 
pleasure in visiting them ; hut it is really 
degrading to associate Tvith a parcel of 
peasants; and doyounqt think, George^ 
that my papa ajid mama put themselves 
i^on a level with such common herd." 
Such sentiments Matilda had offten 
expressed to her brother^ and hp- had 
always coin^^ided with them, but for'* 
iunatdy, I may say, one morning they 
were accidqntly overheard by Mr* 
Rockingham. To describe tbe sensa^ 
tions which that worthy man, and truly 
attached parent, experienced^ at unex^ 
pectedly discovering the JalsM pride 
which swelled the bosoms of his children 
is totally impossible ; and he hesitated^ 
for a length of time, in what manner to 
act. Mr. Rockingham*s seat was about 
four miles distant from the populous 
mercantile town of L-~— in which 



HISTOST or TKK BOCKIKGHAXS* 9 

there is a cbaritabie eatablishment for 
decayed mercbailts* Through the in* 
tercet of ssomt friendly a gentleman^ 
whom I shall distitigiiish by the name 
of Mr. Edwardf^ obtained admkisioti 
Id to a charity which was intended for 
the deserving and rmfwtunuu \ yet «b 
ungrateful was his ootiduet, Md M U- 
centiooa his mantiers after dbtadniflg 
admission into this comfortable Mylenl, 
that a iMtting ctf* the f fUsteee Of tbfe 
eharity was coflVemed for the pUr^^o^ of 
dUearding hitti. 

Oft the dfty pretidU^ to the Intended 
mefiifigy IMlr« Edwards mti with an 
*ectdeni whieh threatened the mo^t 
serials consequences % fot i^etuirn1ft|; 
from a taviim tthieb be freqaented^ in 
a state t^( inioii^ieatioti, he fell down and 
fraet^fed hii leg; The bone ^As broken 
in so terr!b)« & manner^ that (here wsls 
. no possibility of setting ir^ and the 
torgeons deolared tbi^ tbe oiily ehatvce 

» 5 
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of preserving his existence^ depended 
upon amputating the limb. 

*^. I would submit to have every limb 
separated from my body, provided my 
life could be preserved even for a few 
days,'** . exclaimed the penitent Mr. 
Edwards, fervently grasping the , sur- 
geon's, hand, '^ for I have abused the 
merciful kindness of my Redeemer, and 
I only wish for lengthened existence 
to make atonement for my sins.'* 

Mr* Rockingham received this ac- 
count of the wretched man's situation 
fromv^^he surgeon who attended him, at 
the very moment he was reflecting on 
the most judicious manner of checking 
the false ivfiffnmom of pride in bis son 
and daughter ; and the idea instantly 
struck him of taking them both to see 
At dying penitent. Without explain- 
ing bis motive, he informed them be 
had ordered their horses to be saddled^ 
or so truly indulgent was tb is amiable 
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father that he had purchased two little 
Shetland ponies solely for the use of his 
children. In the course of their ride, 
he turned his conversation to the chari- 
table institution in which Mr. Edwards 
had found an asylum^: '^ I have often 
wished to see the insiae of their houses, 
papa/* said Matilda, "and, indeed, 1 
should like to become acquainted with 
the inhabitants, for I hear they are all 
real gentlemen.*^ '^ And so should I, 
papa," exclaimed George, ^* for rfe- 
cayed gentlemek, no person njeed b6 
ashamed of associating with." * '\:;>v 

** If a decai/ed gentleman, George, is 
a man o( virtue and integrity^ his situ- 
ation entitles him to an addifional por* 
tion of respect ;" replied Mr. Rocking- 
ham, " but if he is destitute of those 
qualities, the master of my charity 
school has a much greater claim upom 
your esteem ; for had I not known him 
to be a man who ^ould have done 
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honour to a more etalted fiituation^ I 
should never have intrusted bim with 
the care of youth." 

Neither George nor his sister niade 
any reply to the just praise bestowed 
^pon Mr* MUford's* character, and in 
less than a quarter of an hoar the party 
were ia sight of Mr. Edwards's habita- 
tion. ''You expressed a wish, Matilda/' 
said Mr. Rockingham, '' of seeing some 
of the inhabitants of that charitable in- 
stitution;" pointing to the Asylum for 
decayed Merchants. 

*' Oh, I should like it of all things, 
papa,*' exclaimed both George and 
Matilda. •' Well, as I have just beard," 
continued Mr. R, '' a gentleman of the 
name of Edwards has broken bis leg^ 
I think it will be a mark of civility to 
call and inquire after his health." As 
Mr. Rockingham made this observation, 
he rang at an iron gate, which was 
plaeed in the centre of a handsome row 
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of palisadesi and inclosed a circular 
form • of building, supported by coU 
lonades ; under which^ two resoectable 
looking gentlemen were walking arm 
in arm. *' Will you have the goodne88;p 
Sfr^ to inform me a^ which house Mn 
Edwards resides ?'* said Mr. Rocking- 
ham^ touchin^^ bis hat as he accosted 
the elder of the two. " With pleasure^ 
Sir ;'* replied the stranger, ^' He lives 
at number four ; but perhaps you are 

♦ 

unacquainted with the melancholy ac«- 
cident that happened to him yesterday 
afternoon ;'' and immediately repeated 
a similar account to that, which Mr. 
Bu had received from the surgeon. 

A mixture of sympathy and disap*- 
pointment^ was painted upon the coun- 
tenances of Matilda and Grcorge ; the 
latter sensation, was excited by the 
apprehension that their &tber would 
would not suffer them to pay their inr 
tended visit to the invalid ; and when 
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they saw him knock at the door they 
inquired whether they might likewise 
be permitted to enter^ The internal 
neatness of the house corresponded with 
its outward appearance ; the door 
openfed into a small yet truly comfort- 
able parlour, but scarcely had they en- 
tered it, when their feelings wer6 
shocked by the most piercing groins, 

^' Are you Mr. Edwards's servant, 
my good woman ?" inquired Mr. Rock- 
ingham, of the female who opened the 
the door. ** I am the person, Sii^, wh6 
waits upon three of the gentlemen who 
live in the cloisters/^ " He is dread- 
fully ill, I fear ;"^ rejoined Mr. Rock- 
ingham. ^' Aye, Sir, ill enough ; but 
what is worse, he is sick in mind'SiS well 
as body ; though thank God, be is now 
sorry and grieved for his former faults/* 

Mr. Rockingham desired the sick 
man might be made acquainted wit& 
his being in the house, " and tell hm/* 
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added he, '^ that my son and daughter 
wish to ask him how he docs." The 
woman returned in a few moments and 
requested the party to walk up stairs. 
On the side of the sick man*8 bed sat 
a clergyman with a prayer-book in his 
hand^ who had kindly been fulfilling 
the pious office^ of endeavouring to 
sooth the perturbed state of the sufFer- 
cr*s'mind. 

^^ I am truly grieved at seeing you 
suffer so severely," said iAr. Rocking- 
ham, tenderly taking the agonized 
Edwards by the hand, " I have brought 
my son and daughter to see you, think- 
ing it humanizes the youthful mind to 
behold fellow creatures in distress/* 

*^ Oh, it must do<«more," exclaimed 
the agonized Edwards, " would to 
Heaven my parents had accustomed me 
to such scenes ! but I was bred up in 
th& lap. of indulgence, and taught to 
fancy the whole worWwas to be subser-i 
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vient to im/' As the unhap^ m&n 
xnakle this dedaratk>i;^^ the shattered 
limb gave such a violefvt ehoot^ that the 
sudden sbtiek he attered miE^ every 
person start in the room. A short re«> 
spite from acute paiii> providentially 
MilCCMded ; when cialKa^ George^ to 
the side of his bed, he grasped hid band 
with a degree of videoce, saying, ^*The 
bodily pain you see me suffer is trjfiing, 
when cooipardd to the anguish of my 
mifsd I let me then Implore you to fake 
warning from my indkK^reCionai for most 
dreadfully noiv do I feel their eflPect. 
From the loo great indulgence of my 
parents, my passions obtained such 
complete dominion over me> that even 
at your age, I may say, they becaitie my 
master; there wds no expensive pleasure 
that I did not partake of, and my most 
intimate con^adions were young men 
both of fortune and rdnk. I vras a 
sharer with them in every species ol* 



o 
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dissipsrtioa ; and upon complettng my 
twentieth year, my father added mtf name 
to his own, in an extensive mercantile 
undertaking, which, had I properly 
attended to, mwt have insured us an 
immense fortune— -hut the greater the 
means were for gratifying a taste £or 
expensive plrasares, the less attention 
I paid to mercantile affairs, and as your 
respected father knows, I became a 
bankrupt about five years back*" 

'^ The transition from affluence to 
actual want, brought on such a depres- 
^on of spirits, that the friends of my 
deceased &Aer exerted themselves in 
my behalf; and unworthy as I was of 
their kindness, through it, I obtained 
admission into this benevolent iustitu*- 
tiop. . Not satisfied with enjoying the 
comforts of existeiKe, 1 still pined for 
those elegances I had once possessed; 
and endeavoured to dnown reflection in 
copious draughts of wine. To various 
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Other failings^ I was likewise addicted ; 
which it is not necessary for me to enu- 
merate; suffice it to say, young gentle- 
man, that I tiQw sensibly feel the im- 
propriety of niy conduct, and would 
give the universe were it at my disposal 
to recal the past years of my life. In 
youth, I abused the indulgence of my 
too partial parents ; in manhood, I 
squandered away Sums, which I now 
blush to think of, in the pursuit of un- 
lawful plealsitres } and when, through 
the benevolent kindness of my friends, 
I obtained a sanctuary in this asylum^ 
I proved myself unworthy of their friend- 
ship and regard. Let me in treat yoa 
then, young gentleman, to take warn* 
ing by my imprudences; vices, I 
ought more properly to term them, for 
it is in youth that the human mind ac- 
quires its propensities ; and the charac. 
tcr is then formed ; which either renders 
a man an amiable and respectable mem- 
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bef of society, or a disgrace to bis 
family aAd friends." 

Whilst Mr. Edwards was imparting 
this instructive lesson to his youthful 
auditors, the countenance of each pro- 
ved they were sensibly affected by bis 
discourse; and when pain compelled 
him to make a pause, George said in 
an emphatic accent, '^ I thank you most 
sincerely. Sir, for the sketch you have 
given me of your life, and if it were 
possible that I could exist to the age of 
Methusalem I should never forget 
what I have just beard.** ^ 

The entrance of two surgeons in- 
duced Mr. Rockingham to desire his 
son and daughter to call upon Mr. 
Pemberton, a clergyman, who resided 
within a few doors of the benevolent 
institution ; where they were desired to 
wait until their father summoned them 
to return home. When Mr. Rocking- 
ham took his son and daughter to visit 
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Mr. Edwardby he bad no idea that m 
conversation so appropfriate tobis wishes 
would have passed; and upon tbeir 
qukthig tbe apartment be expressed bis 
ibanks for tbe lesson the exj^riog pem-> 
lent bad gWen bis son^ in tbe most 
^teftti terms* Mr. Rocddngbam b«4 
laken his obildrea to this benevolent 
iiislitutioi% to convince them of the 
erroneous opinbns tfaey bad formed, 
reelecting the seciiet satisfnetion vi^ic*h 
would arise to thecft, from c^if/lning 
aets of chartiy to those who bad once 
enjoyed the blessings of Me ; and he in*- 
tended to have givon tbem an epitome 
ef Mr^ Edwards's history as they rt^ 
tarned borne* This, however^ tbe 
yiemtent man bad rendered uniiecesaaiy^ 
by bnefiy relating tbe priacipal occar«* 
rences of his life ; and when Mr. Roek- 
iogbam joined bis children, at ibe place 
be bad appointed^ be found them and 
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the worthy! paster in deep diBconrse re- 
specting the uo^brtunate sufFerer. 

*^ Pdpa, do. you know that if Mr. 
Edward« had not met with that melan-i' 
choly accident^ he would have been one 
of the wo^ miBerahlo crealuiea upon 
the fdce of the earth !^* exclaimed Ma« 
tilda, taking the band of her father as be 
entered the rooni^ *^ for Mr. Ptoniberton 
haa been informing w, from hia ill-* 
conduct^ he certainly would have been 
turned out of the asylum.'* ^^ I am 
perfectly awiare^of^bat imeuldhwe kap- 
pened, Matilda, and; ititended voting 
(or hi^ disnUssetl ; for that* benerolent 
institution was established for the sup- 
port of tm/brlfeno^e and amiable charac^ 
iers ; and though by the kind efforts of 
bis friends, Mr. Edwards gained admis- 
aioQ^ his mtsconduet was actually an 
abuse of cteirity* Thank God/* con^ 
tioued Mk R. *^ he is now truly pera- 
tent j and was his Creator in mercy to 
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lengthen his existence, I trust, he would 
not only become a useful member of 
society^ but: set a pattern of piety and 
morality. Yet tkat^ according to our 
finite conceptions is impossible; for 
the surgeoa has informed me, a mor- 
tificatian has taken place, and that he 
cannot live four and twenty hours ; 
so we have only to hope through the 
intercession of our Redeemer, his pray- 
ers and penitence will be rendered 
acceptable." 

After haviag passed near an hour at 
the rectory, the party took leave of its 
worthy possessor; and as Mr% Rocking- 
ham, was fond of slow riding, he threw 
the reins upon his horses neck, and took 
out a small pocket-book, the leaves 
of which he so frequently turned over, 
that Matilda's curiosity was at length 
excit.ed, and she inquired whether her 
father bad lost any thing ? or whether 
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be was endeavouring to find some cir- 
cumstance noted in the book ? * 

^^ I have found, my dear girl, what 
gives me the mo^ heartfelt satisfaction,'* 
replied Mr. Rockingham, ^^. for I have 
discovered, that in the fifteen years my 
Schools of Industry have been establish- 
ed, only two children have been turned 
out; and wh^t is still more gratifying, 
only one proved a depraved character 
after being sent out into the world. In 
the society to which Mr. Edwards 
belongs, there are eight members,, it 
has been instituted about an hundred 
and ten y e^ars, and during that period 
of time, nq less than seven inhabi- 
tants h^ve been discarded from im» 
proper conduct ; therefore, when I re- 
flect, that I have patronized more 
cfuldreny who, of course, are more liable 
to failings than grown persons \ I repeat 
th<at^ I {tt\ i\:^e> liveliest satisfaction in 
knowing that they have^ in general. 
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proved worthy my care and attention ; 
and I have only to hope, my dear 
George^ that ivhenever I am called 
upon to render up my great account to* 
my Creator, you will not only patrtmize 
the institutton I have formed, but de- 
rive the same secret satisfiaction fk>m 
it, that I have so ofben done.^ 

The strong impression which tins 
visit made upon the mind of Mn 
Rockingham's son in particular^ was* 
evident from his remarks and conversa- 
tion, and that worthy man felt no slight 
degree of pleasure from perceiving the 
sudden turn it had given his ideas. 

The back entrance to Mr: Rocking- 
ham's was through a wood which over- 
hung it, and which rendered the ride* 
from L at once shady and pictu- 
resquely beautiful ; but as there were 
some gates to open, Greorge preceded' 
his father and sister when they arrived 
within a^uarter of a mile home# Har- 
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ing opened all the gates and left a iret 
passage^ cantered forward^ and dis« 
mounted from his horse ; when turning 
bis eye towards some iron pallisades he 
perceived two post chaises and four, 
in the front of the house, and the ser- 
vants all busily employed in removing 
immense travelliag trunks. He entered 
the kitchen by the back door^ but found 
it unoccupied ; he returned, therefore, 
unnoticed by the same channel, and 
almost breathless flew towards his father 
to make him acquainted with the ar- 
dval of his unexpected guests* 
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CHAPTER II 



An orphan family, with /or<nn« blest* 
Excite solicitude in every breast ; 
For wealth attracting— *makes/aifeyit£}ii{«iiritt 
Eager to seive* the helpless, gilded prize. 



Mr. Rockingham and Matilda follow- 
ed George's example^ and entered the 
house by the back gates ; but previous 
to leaching the stable, they perceived 
two servants, who by their dress were 
foreigners, leading in their horses^ 
escorted by Thomas, the groom, who 
not having perceived hi* master until 
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he had dismounted^ seemed struck with 
astonishment at his approach. ^' To 
whom do those servants belong, Tho- 
mas V* said Mr. Rockingham. ^' I 
be*ant ftble to understand much of their 
out-kndishlingOiSir/' replied Thomas, 
^^ but I thinks as how they bo comed all 
the way from Rmsian; they l)ave, 
brought a sweet little lady and gentle- 
man with them, all wrapped up in 
bear's skins ; and there be two gentle- 
men, and a sort of lady-like somebody 
with them ; and they all seem to be 
mortally grieved about something.** 

As Mr. Rockingham listened to bis 
groom's information, his intelligent 
countenance underwent, a variety of 
chains ; for the improper term Bussian 
united to the bear skins, gave him rea« • 
son to. suppose an only brother, who 
had be^ many years resident in Russia, 
had returned ito hia native cmintry, and 
brought his children, with him for the 

C 2 ' 
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advantages of a liberal education ; but 
when heard he that the whole party 
seemed to labour under some affliction, 
an inward presentiment whispeii'ed that 
this beloved relation was no more. 
Suspense however, fin such a case, w^s 
insupportable, and he rushed forward, 
without waiting to assist Matilck to 
alight, and entering the hall perceived 
several travelling trunks with the initials 
of his brother's name* Upon opening 
the drawing-room door he saw Mrs. 
Bockingham tenderly caressing a little 
girl about five years of age, whilst a 
boy, apparently eighteen months older, 
was stroakingher cheek, and entreating 
her not to cry. The sable garb these 
children were dressed in, proclaimed 
the death of a near relation ; With eager 
anxiety Mr. Roekingbam directed bis 
eyes towards the gentlemen — ^but, alas! 
they were not destined to meet the 
iiffeciionate glances of a beloved bro^ 
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tber, though in one of them^ he recog- 
nized Mr. Mantel, that brother*8 most, 
intimate friendf^lM melancholy looks, 
and sable apparel, loo planly told the 
sad intelligence he bad to relate. Mr. 
Edward Rockingham bad in fact been 
dead near three months, and had in« 
.trusted his children to the joint guar- 
dianship of Mr. Mansel and Mr. Rocb- 
Jagham. The former had entered in«- 
to a mercantile connection with Mr« 

Edward R and with Mr. OrlofF^ 

(the Russian gentleman who conducted 
the orphan children to England) was 
executor as well as guardian ; and the 
j>urport of their visit into Lancashire 
was to request Mr. Rockingban^ eithe^ 
to point out proper seminaries for his 
piece and nephew, or to take them 
under his own protection. 

Never were two brothers more warm-r 
ly attached to each other, than Mr; 
Rockingham and Mr» Edward R , 

G3 
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and the account of the sudden death of 
the latter f was one of the heaviest af- 
flictions the former had ever endured ; 
and it was many minutes before he was 
even able to embrace the objects who 
had been placed under his care. 

Ellen Rockingbaim was in disposition 
remarkably mild and timid; and the 
very sight of a stranger frequently called 
forth tears ; yet though weeping in the 
arms of her aunt when her uncle enter- 
ed the drawing room, she, from that 
foment, fixed her eyes upon him with 
a mixture of astonishment and delight ; 
and when he was sufficiently recovered 
t6 embrace her, she clung round bis 
neck, exclaiming, ** My dear, dear 
papd, who brought you to life again? 
But pray, pray, do not leave your Ellen 
again 1 Pray do not let those naughty 
men put you into that black box.'* 

*• No, my sweet angel, I will never 
leave or forsake you/' replied the agi* 
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dated Mr. Rockingbam, in a voice al- 
most sufFocated by agitation; for so 
^rong was the resemblance between 
Ihc persons of the twp brothers, that it 
was evident the innocent child had 
fancied that in her unete she again saw 
her father. Mr. Orloff observing the 
mistake of the amiable little orphan^ 
drew Mr. Rockingham aside, for the 
purpose of entreating him to favour the 
deception. ^* Indeed, Sir,*' said he, ** C 
am not astonished the dear child should 
lukve been deceived; for when you 
entered the apartment, I could scarce 
give credit to my eyes—your looks^^ 
your voice — ^your every movement, so 
recalled the person of your brother to 
my ideas, that I could scarcely avoid 
rushing into your arms." 

Though Frederick seemed to receive 
his uncle's caresses witlv no less pleasure 
than his sister, yet eighteen months at 
that period, makes a striking distinction 

c4 
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in the uficlerstanding of a child ; and 
from bis looks and manner it wa^ evt- 
dent that be did fiot, like bis sister, 
believe bis falber was restoned to life* 
Never to part witb tbese dear cbildreii 
Mr. Rockingham v^as determined; pro^ 

vided Mrs. R did not object M 

iherr remaining ui^er his roof; and 
having mentioned bis wish and finding 
her perfectly agreeable to it^ he^ on the 
foflowing morning, informed Mr. Man- 
sel be did not intend sending their 
wards to school, saying, it would afford 
him tbe highest gratification to educate 
them with his own children. 

The term uncle and aunt was uo* 
known to tbese little orphans, neither 
of wbohx bad known a mother; foe 
Mrs. Edward Rockingham had died in 
giving birth to Ellen, and Frederick waa 
too young to have tbe slightest recol- 
lection of her person. Though upon 
the first interview with his ungle, he^ 
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did not mistal&e bim for his father^ yet 
from the daij^ proofs of affection be 
received from hin|) iie considered hita 
in that light; and in a few weeks 
he seemed to have forgotten Russia^ 
and to consider himself as Mr. Rock«» 
iogham's san^ instead of his nephew, • ; 
Though the fortune Mr. Edward 
Rockingham received from his father, 
scarcely ^mounted ta three thousand 
pounds, yet from peculiar success at- 
tending his mercantile transactions, and 
from having married a lady of large 
fortune, he had been enabled to leaver 
each pf his children upwards, of twenty 
thpuaand pounds> This circum^tahce 
their^ uncle carefully concealed, ^om 
them, well knowing that many children 
are apt to^ value themselves upon riche^^ 
and to fancy that those. whOi possess* 
them, need not make any exertion.. 
. Frederide Rockingham, thoqgh bji 
no means unaimable in. his disppsitioni. 
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was sonattarally inddlent, that the slight^ 
est exertion seemed attended with fa** 
tigoei and it Wad with the great^t 
diflSctflty that Uift eoo&in Henry could 
persuade him to play at any athletie 6r 
manly game. If cricket was proposed^ 
the bat gaVe him such a pain in the 
shoulder^ th^t he pretended he could 
not move his arm for two or three days, 
and as to catching the ball, or knock- 
ing down the wicket, both would have 
been attended with k great deal too 
much fatigue. Marbles or tetotum 
were Frederick's favorite amusement, 
which Mr. Rockii^gham perceived with 
concern ; " for if you arc indolent at 
your sports,'* (he would say) "my 
dear Frederick, how can I expetit to 
see you eager at your tasks ? and recol*^ 
lect that it must be by your exertion 
that you are to rise in the world ; for 
the fortune I can bestow will be a m^re 
tnfle> therefore you must endeavour to 
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render yourself ci^ble of following 
some respectable^ or learned profession^ 

Admonitions of this kind frequently 
repeated^ at length produced the desired 
effect ; yct^ in all probability, bad this 
child known he was possessed of tnde* 
pendent fortune^ the salutary advice 
would have lost much of its weight* 

The impression which the expiring 
Mr. Edwards bad made upon the minds 
of George and Matilda Rockingham, 
afibrded their father the highest grati- 
ideation, for both frequently requested, 
permisdidti to accompany him in his 
daily visits to the schools be had erect- 
ed — ^yet time seemed to diminish the 
pleasure Matilda had at first experi- 
enced from diumally accompanying faer 
father to these charitable institutions ; 
and as drawing had become her favorite, 
study, the pursuit of it, afforded a 
plausible excuse for discontinuing a 
practice which bad afforded her parents 
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much satisfactioB. . .Yet Matilda*^ tasie 
did not lead her to design landscapes; 
it was confined to flowers and diffarent 
plants ; and as Louisa and Htinry were 
fond ofbotanifising^ they used to make 
excursions in the fields and woods for 
the purpose of obtaining curious natural 
flowers and plants; and in these rambles 
they were always accompanied by their 
cousins^ and their female aUendaiUm 

Though the Rnssian peasants are ia 
general remarkably ignorant^ yetSpoifZL- 
kie^ (which was the name of the little 
orphans attendant) had enjoyed the 
advantages of education, for she was 
one of those children whom the late* 
Empress had taken under her protec- 

*lc it well-koowa that the late Empfessof 
Russia was iht founder of inaDy poble and cbarlta- 
bte insliMitioQs, and amongst the number one for 
•rpban chihtrcD, who were instructed in all those* 
occiipaiipas which were necessary to render theqai 
naeGll meoitiBra of socicf;.. 
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tioi^; and upon quitMng the Rdyal 
Institution^ found a comfortable asylum 
in Mn Edward Rockingbam*s family. 
As Spoitzkie had at once filled the 
double capacity of under gauemess and 
domestic, she always appeared desirous 
of gaining every species of informatioa^ 
'and whenever she accompanied Henry 
and Louisa in their botanical excur^ 
sions^ she testified the most ardent 
desire to obtain a perfect knowledge 
of the qualities of the difierent plants 
they collected. To acquire this she de- 
fied both bushes and brambles; she 
would force a passage through hedges^ 
or grope into the muddy water of a 
stagnate ditch, and one evening having 
penetrated through the former, whilst 
her youthful companions remained on 
the other side of it, she called forth 
their astonishment by an exclamation 
of alarm and surprise.. 
y Oh^ my dear Spoitskie, what is 



M 
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(he matter ? enquired the aiFrrgbted 
Ellen. *^ What can have alarmed 
you?" enquired George, who that 
evening had joined the party, in a com- 
manding tone of voice. Spn'^fcie fer 
some moments made no reply to those 
interrogations, but at length exclaimed^ 
"My God! what cruel wretch could, 
have the heart to leave this innocent in 
such a perilous situation ?'* Curiosity,, 
or we will hope, a better motive, influ- 
enced the feelings of the young party ; 
and casting an eager eye, they perceived 
a gap in the inclosure, through which, 
without any difficulty, they easily pas- 
Bed ; and running, or rather flying to- 
wards the sympathizing Spoitzkie, they 
perceived her kneeling over a lovely 
infant, apparently about six weeks of 
age, placed in a situation somewhat 
similar* to our great law-giver Moses ; 
for though the basket which sheltered 
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him was not floating upon the water^ 
it was placed by the side of a ditch. 

Astonishment for some moments 
checked the power of utterance^ and the 
youthful party crouded round the help- 
less innocent in silent surprise ; when 
George perceiving Spoitzkie in the act 
of taking it out of the basket^ rudely 
grasped her arm^ and demanded what 
she was going to do with the child. 

** I am going to present it to your 
humane father and mother^ Master 
Rockingham, and implore them to 
receive it under their protection/' re- 
plied Spoit2dLie^ gently placing the de- 
serted innocent upon her arm. '^ By 
what ri^At do you remove the bantling?'* 
rejoined George in an authorative ton^ 
^^ I doubt not, but it belongs to some 
female who is working in the adjoining 
fields ; and as to my father, he has 
children enough of his awn to maintain 
and provide for^ without being encum- 
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hered with a parcel of beggar* & brais*. 
What do you think^ Matilda ?** coii« 
tinued he^ turning to bis sister, ^' Ought 
not Spoitzkie to leave the child in the 
spot where she found it ?*' 

'^ I think she will give its mother a 
cruel shock by reraoving^ it ;'*^ replied 
Matilda^ ^^ and as you observe, George^ 
jny father has children enough to sup- 
port ; so pray, Madam Consequence, do 
not think of carrying it home;^ besides,, 
you have no right to da so ;. for let me 
telt me you,, you are only my cousia 
Ellen's servant J* 

" I am proud of being your cousin^s 
attendant. Miss Rockingham, though I 
should blush at degrading myself so^ 
much as to hcy.our\*^ replied the in.* 
dignant Spoitzkie> pressing the child 
still closer to her .bosom> ^^ and as to* 
your saying I have no right to preserve 
the life of this helpless creature,, the 
nght of humanity^ X trust, will pleadL 
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my exeusd for corotnitting it* to tbe care 
of your respected parents, who would 
never forgive me was I to leave it here 
to perish frcrni want," 

'' Oh, take it I Pray take it, dear 
Spoitzkie/'exclaimed Henry and Louisa 
in tbe same tone of voice, whilst Pre* 
derick and Ellen united their intreaties 
io those of their cousins. ^^ I would 
fiot leave it for the universe^ my dear 
children/' replied Spoitzkie, ^' yet as 
Master Rockingham thinks its mother 
may come soon in pursuit of it, if any 
of you have pencil, I will pin a piece 
of paper to the basket informing her 
she may find the belplesis» ipfant at Mr« 
Rockingham's," 

liOuisa instantly drew a pencil from her 
pocket, and Henry having provided her 
with a slip of paper, she wrote in Urge 
characters what Spoitzkie dictated^when 
the party proceeded towards Mr. Rock^ 
hani*Sr ^^ I expect/' said George, ad^ 
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dressing himself to Matilda^ ^^ my father 
will now ereet a Foundling HospitaFy 
and have a eradle placed at the gate; 
for the reception of every bantling, 
whose parents do not like the trouble 
of nursing ; but I only wish I could 
have foreseen what kind of a plant we 
should have discovered this evenings 
Md I warrant ye Spohzkie should not 
should not have accompanied us ih our 
research/' 

*^ Oh, Spoitzkie, I believe, was a 
Jbundling, therefore ii is natural for her 
to feel interested about the little tbihg^^ 
yet as my father does not happen to be 
an emperor, she should reflect that his 
charity may be prejudicial to his chil- 
dren/' rejoined Matilda, casting, upon 
the humane Russian, a glance of in-i^ 
eflable contempt. 

To this unfeeling retort, the amiaUcr 
Spoitzkie did not condescend to make 
any reply, and the party reached a small 
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paddock which adjoined Mr. Rocking- 
ham's garden without any thing mate- 
rial occurring. As they entered it^ they 
met the respectable owners of it^ each 
of whom eagerly demanded what bur- 
den Spoitzkie bare ? but the children 
were so eager to relate the adventure, 
that they would scarcely suffer her to 
't*epeat where the helpless babe was 
found. When I say the children were 
'eager to describe the situation in which 
the poor innocent was discovered ; I 
ought to have specified the four youn^ 
geri for George and Matilda preserved 
a total silence^ yet the cloud of discon- 
tent which overspread their features, 
did not escape the observation of ^their 
parents. 

*' Why, George," said Mr. Rocking- 
ham, ^^ if I may judge by your counte- 
nance, you do not derive pleasure from 
the unexpected discovery of this natural 
production r pointing to the still sleep- 
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ing infinity *^ yet sorely you' will allow 
it has a fiqe stamina, and may^ if pro- 
perly nourished, become a most valuable 
plant.'' 

" To carry on the illusion. Sir/* re- 
plied George, '* you must grant that 
the scion partakes of the parent tree ; 
and in that case, we might as well ex- 
pect roses from brambles, as thrive or 
gratitude from a base-born child i aod 
though I have no right to offer an 
opii>ioo. Sir, yet I think the boy ought 
to be sent to the workhouse, for if you 
Joster and protect him^' you will have 
many more committed to your protec- 
tion in the course of a few months*'* 

Though Mr. Rockingham was one 
of the most indulgent of, fathers, yet 
even in his endearments, there was sucti 
a dignity^ blended with tenderness^ that 
his children had never presumed to eii- 
croach upon the respect due to a pa^ 
rent i therefore he listened to his soa^a 
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admonition with a mixture of displi 
sure and astonishment ; and it was 
actually some moments before he fdt 
sufficiently collected to make any re- 
ply. The strongest marks of displeasure 
overspread his features, though silent--^ 
and fixing upon the presumptuous boy, 
a reproving eye, he said in a stern voicc^ 
** Until you have learned that duty 
which is due to a father, presume not 
to appear in ray presence. Ung^teful 
boy !** continued he, elevating his ac* 
cent, *' is it not enough for me to be- 
hold you destitute o{ humanity i but you 
must daringly call in question the pro- 
prieiy of my conduct, arid have the arro- 
gance to offer me unasked advice :-— 
away, Sir-^way— unless you mean to 
proYi^eteie to chastise you with the 
severity, your inhumanity deserves.** 

Though during their walk home^ 
George and Matilda had boith deter- 
mined to remonstrate against their 
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fathef^s receiving the hapless foundling 
under his roof^ the latter was too-much 
intimitated by liis resentm^t^ to offer 
a single objection to the plan ; and 
creeping close to Spoitzkie^ in the most 
humiliating manner she besought her 
not to repeat vhat had passed in the 
fields. . - 

The aflrighted George^ obeyed bis 
father's mandate and silently retired to 
his room ; the little foundling awoke 
at the same moment, and though per- 
fectly quiet, seemed to )vant spme 
nourishment. A poor woman, whom 
Mrs. Bockin^am was in the habit of 
supplying daily with a pitcher of toXlik, 
arrived fcH* the accustomed boon at the 
instant, with her young children at her 
breast ; when Mrs. R. entreated her to 
}et the Httie stranger partake of nature^s 
bountiful food; but to her astonish- 
ment the infant would not take the 
breast; tbis circumstance notwithstand- 
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ing afforded her ^pleasure, aa it was 
evident the child had been accMtomed 
to food^ and a bason of p/ap, being pre- 
pared in a few minutes^ it eat heartily 
of it, and again sunk into repose« 

IVIr. Rocki0g:hain having interrogated 
the humane Russian, respecting the 
exact spot where she had discovered 
the child, iny tantly aet out accompanied 
by the gardener, for the purpose of 
waljchiog near it in the hope of per- 
ceiving mr {wrson that xnight come 
with the view of ^x^mining the basket ; , 
and the mooii shining with peculiar 
lu3tre, afforded th^^ an opportunity 
of seeing ev«ry.crpature that passed; 
when alter waidag near two hours, 
without pereeiying an individual, they 
returned borne mortified, vexed, and 
disappomfaed ; y»t bringing the humble 
cradle mth them, whiph had contained 
the deserted infant; upon examining 
thb wickcar repository^ it was evident 
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that some person had been to the spot^ 
as the paper which Spoitzkie had care- 
fully pinned to it, had been removed^ 
a piece of soiled parchment substituted 
in its place, with the words '* Thank 
God !** written upon it apparently with 
a trembling hand. 

On the following morning the worthy 
Mr. Rockingham offered a reward of 
ten pounds to any persoii who could 
give any satisfactory intelligence re* 
specting the little foundling; but though 
conjecture fell upon the daughter of a 
neighbouring farmer, there was no posi- 
tive proof that the child was her*s. 
This young woman, whose name was 
Peggy Cartwright, had been observed 
by a woodman loitering near the spot, 
8 shqrt time before Spoitzkie came 
into the field ; and soon afterwardswhea 
passing an aged oak tree, he saw her 
concealed in its hollow trunk. Several 
other corroborating circu(nstances coa«> 
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confirmed Mr. Rockingham in the 
opinion that the helpless innocent owed 
Its birth to Peggy Cartwright; but as 
her father was known to be a man of 
the most violent and impetuous passi- 
ons^ he determined to be at the ex-* 
pense of fostering and protecting the 
hapless child, rather than expose it to 
the cruelty of such an unfeeling man. 
A careful nurse was accordingly pro- 
vided for it, who regularly received six 
shillings every Thursday morning, and 
to the immortal honour of Henry and 
Louisa, they requested permission to 
pay part of the sum ; for each of Mr. 
liockingham-s children received a cer* 
tain weekly aUowance, not only for 
pocket-money, but for the necessary 
articles of g:/(W^^, ribbands, and shoes. 

Though Frederick and Ellen were 
never without money in their pockets 
yet their protectors did not think them 
old enough to have a similar allowance ; 
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but desirous of emulating tbe generous 
conduct of their cousins, they requested 
a similar indulgence^ that they might 
like\9ise have the gratification of con- 
tributing to the little foundling*s sup* 
port. A request founded upon 90 ami- 
able a principle^ was not likely to be 
refused, and every Thursday these fouc 
benevolent children^ gave sixpence each 
to tbe little fellow's nurse. 

Though George appeared ttuly sen* 
sible of the impropriety of his conduct^ 
and had implored his father's forgive- 
ness in the most penitential terms^ yet 
neither himself nor Matilda had ofi^red 
to contribute to the little WilUanCs 
support ; for by that name was he chris- 
tened no- the morning after be was 
found. Previous to the discovery of • 
the little foundling, it had been tbe 
daily practice with George and Matilda 
regularly to visit a pastry-cook^ wh# 
was famous for Banbury-cakes, but 
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several weeks elapsed without ehber 
even entering the shop. That the 
money they had been accustomed to 
spend was hoarded for some purpose 
was evident to Mrs. Rocltin^am, yet 
she did not make any enqtiiries, though 
at the end of three months she was 
most agreeably surprised at seeing little 
William dressed in a new beaver hat 
and a scarlet great coat^ which the 
nurse informed her were presents from 
Miss Matilda and Master George. 

It would be difficult to describe the 
rofined gratification which the amiable 
Mrs. Rockingham experienced at this 
proof of her son and daughter's benevo^ 
lence^ and whilst the tear of maternal 
tenderness proved the pleasure she ex- 
perienced^ she enquired whether they 
did not feel a secret satisfaction in 
benowing the gifts. " Yet why, my 
dear children/' said she^ ^^didyou7K>e 
like your brother and sister^ contribute 

©a 
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a. small sum every week towards 
William's support^ for your not offer- 
ing to do sOy gave your father and my- 
self many hours of inquietude?" 

'^ I was. fearful my father would not 
allow me to contribute towards the 
support of the poor little fellow, mama,'* 
replied George, with evident confu- 
sion, " for though he forgave the im- 
propriety of my conduct, yet, I am per- 
suaded he has not forgotten it ; but I 
wish to convince him, by. my future 
actions that I am heartily sorry for iny 
behaviour on that memorable night, and 
Matilda and myself are determined 
to mal^e every reparation in our power ; 
yet if you do not think my father 
would refuse our contribution, we will 
make the proposal next Thursday 
morning," 

** Your father will be delighted, my- 
dear George, at receiving such a mark 
of yQur penitence and humanity i^ re- 
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joined Mrs. Rockidgham^ '^ for you 
know not how deeply he has been hurt 
by what be considered a f>roof of the 
hardness of your Jieart ; and though it 
was presumptuous in you to offer advice 
to such a parent^ yet that fault, I am 
. certain, he readily forgave ; but to 
think a child of his should not feel for 
a helpless innocent, gave a pang to his 
susceptblie bosom beyond my abUiig 
to describe.** 

The agitated tone of Mrs. Rocking- 
ham^s voice, completely proved that 
her feelings bad participated with those 
of bdr amiable husband, and as she 
closed the preceding sentence she burst 
into a flood of tears. 

'^ Oh, my mother 1 my dear, dear 
mother, how unworthy have I been of 
' your tenderness and regard," exclaimed 
the penitent George, sympathising in 
her emotion and pressing her hand to 
his palpitating heart, '^ yet, believe me,^' 
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continued he» folding his arms around 
her, *^ when I call Heaven to witness 
that I never intentionaHy will give ano* 
ther moment of uneasiness^ and I will 
endeavour to make my future conduct 
compensate for the past. 

^' This precious moment repays all 
my anxiety/* rejoined Mrs. Rocking- 
ham^ '^ I no longer, my dear son, con- 
osider you as a child, but rely with as 
much Jaith / upon your promise, as I 
should do upon that of a person twice 
your age/* Mr, Rockingham entered 
at this interesting moment, and pet* 
ceiving his wife's countenance bathed 
in tears, eagerly demanded the cause of 
her agitation, but not receiving an im- 
mediate answer, he addressed his ton 
in an angry tone of voice, saying^, 
** What new mark. Sir, of prides or fn- 
humanity have you been displaying, to 
call forth tears from the eyes of your 
amiable mother V\ 
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" They arc tears of delight, my 
dearest Rockingbam^ and you will par* 
ticipace in the emotion when I tell yon 
that our dear George has not only con- 
vinced me how sensibly he feels the 
impropriety of his past conduct^ but has 
in the most sacred manner assured mo, 
that his future study will be to render 
himself worthy of our rega;rd/* said 
Mrs. Rockingham, again embracing 
the truly agitated youth. 

The cloud which had overshadowed 
Mr. Rockingham's countenance sud* 
denly dispersed, and after embracing 
jiis son, with truly parental affection, 
he implored him to persevere in the re- 
solution he had formed ; assuring him 
there was no gratification equal to that 
of self-approving conscience. 



i i ^ 



» 4 ^ « 
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CHAPTER Iir. 



Oft in tbe dawn of Spring we see^ 
The blossoms blighted on the tree; 
Yet oflt the buds upon the rose 
Appear contracted— still it blows* 
Ti And whilst it scents tbe ambient air 
Few flow'rs in beauty can compare , • ■ 
The same appearance oft we find 
Connected with the youthful mind. 
And wayward children frequent prove 
Deserving of esteem and love ; 
For when the youthful mind is fraught 
"With science^-and by virfae taught, 
Each head-strong passion then declines* 
And worth with more transcendence shines. 



Xhese lines are truly applicable to 
George Rockingham; who either touch- 
ed by the maternal tenderness of his 
affectionate parents^ or stun^ by the 
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jepmsn^ed of hfe own heart, from the 
period of £helittle fbuiKflhig's discovery 
actually became a new creature. His 
manners ta the servants were pleasing 
and conoliattng' ; and inatead ofaccosC;- 
ifig tbem with an baugbtyair at sjperi- 
oritjf wbicb^ had [elicited disgust in 
tbeitt bosoms^ be addressed them with a 
mildness and complacency that, won 
their bearta; 'and they not only fell a 
pleaaore in complying with his wishes, 
but freqnenily anticipated his' wants* 
This alterafion kx their manner, s^uck 
him so forcibly, that in a confidential 
moment he mentioned ib to his mother, 
who^ having listened to his reinarksj 
seplied) *' it is io your own behaviour^ 
my dear fellow, that youare to' attribute 
the altaratidp^ Servant^^ without the- 
advantages'of a* refined Qducation, are 
endowed with understanding and- feel- 
kig vand well aware that you could not 
fie, comfortable without their assistance,. 



naturally ft^t tbeir (wn cm9ef»mfie; 
iand when yoa ordered instead of. re* 
f u€^^tnjf. It was no wonder that they 
fulfilled ycmr wishes with dissattafaei^ 
tk>n : but since jdia have changed jfeur 
made of conduciy they imperci^tibly 
alter tfaeilps ; and: I nefcd not observe 
how much more gratifying it is to be 
ihved than fearedJ"* 

Three months elapsed . without any 
.thing remarkable oecuring, when a 
post chaise and lour drove r^^dly np 
the avenue^ and Mr. OrlofF descended 
fi^m it^ in a traveHiag dress. The 
l^le Rosftans pressed eagerly around 
him^ and after giving them a hasty 6n»- 
brace, he grasned the hand of Mra. 
Rockingham, sajfing/'My dearttiadani^ 
wiUyou entrust your smi to my caret 
I last «}gbt received a diplomatic em^ 
pibyment; and hare travelled posi for 
^Ihe -purpose of making George my pn^ 
▼ate secretary ; fw young as he is^ I 
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am persuaded he is equal to. the oAWj 
«ad I only negret that I could not gi?e 
you a longer notice, for whetfaec yoa 
confide him to my protection, w rqect 
the offer^ I have 6n]y one short hour at 
.way i^spGsalv "^^ 

^^ Ob> Mama I I coliguie you to lefc 
me go wiiK Mr. Orloff !*' exclaimed 
the agitated George, graqitng his 
mother*!^ hand-^but at thai instant Mr. 
Rockingham enlered the apartment^ 
And the same proposal having beeu / 
m&de to bim, he said^ ^^Sumly, my 
love, you cannot hesitate? Yet if your 
eonsent is reluctant letme iutreatyou to 
with-hold it i bat recoiJeot that tfaoughi 
QoOTge is our eldest son, we have other 
chUdren to provide for, and t such a 
kind offer can never be expected again J** 
^ You, viU not refuse your consent I 
am sttse„ my dearest mother5 when I 
tdl you by granting it you will ihake 
me TBVL;T HA:P£T,** «id the impkuTK 
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ing George^ throwing his arms, round 
his mother^ and wetting her cheek with 
tears he could no longer repress. ^' No^ 
my iSon^ I readily grant it^** replied 
Mrs. Rockingham^ ** and may the Al- 
mighty not only prospet* your voyage, 
but delegate some gtiardian anget to. 
take you uttder his protection ^— You 
are young, very young, my dear fellow; 
and though t have no douht of Mv. 
Orloff *s kindness and attention/ yet a& 
a w^thfiTf I feannot help feeling a thou*- 
sand anxieties at your enterii^, at so- 
early a period, on the, busy theatr^e. o£ 
the world fc" 

; *^ 1 will endeavour to supply the- 
place of Si father and mother to him/^ 
said. Mr ^ Qrloff ia an agitated tone of 
voice, '^ but, my deas madam,. I am 
under the necessity of remifi^ing you 
ihat we have neb a moment to. lose; 
my baggage is at this time at Ports#- 
Biniitb, at whtcb' £lace I know I cait 
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equip your son; therefore do me the 
favour of ordering your servants to pack 
up his clothes in a trunks* and r61y 
upon my procuring all necessaries for 
him the same as if he was my own son/* 

"Iwill spare you that trouble^ my 
dear Sir, if you will permit me to oc- 
cupy a comer in your chaise ;** said 
Mr. Rockingham to George's future 
protector. Mr. Orloff having declared 
that few things would aflbrd him so^ 
much pleasure as the society of his 
friend, Mrs. Rockingham hastily quit- 
ted the drawing-room, for the purpose. 
of packing up her son's thmgs ; who, 
though delighted at the idea of a voyage 
to Russia, feh a secret sorrow at leav-- 
ing his family, and followed his affec- 
tionate mother for the purpose of asw 
sisting her in collecting his books and 
elothes« 

^ Time, m^y dearest boy,** said Mra.. 
Kockingham, ^^ is precious ;. and youc 
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dq>arture is so sudden that I scarcely^ 
know bow to coUeet my seattered 
thoughts; yet, in the midst of thk^ 
bssy occupation I inwove you to listen^ 
io my advice.^ 

^ I vfiH not onjLT lisfeny but mosft 
implicitly /oUow it^^ replied ^tbe ^L-^ 
ti^d bc^^ grasping the band of Im 
mother, aod jsaprifitiiigiupoiiii a fkr-- 
ment embrace. ^^'Fir^ thc^n l$t m^ 
coi{}i]i!e you fieirer to iwget tbc duty 
jou owe to the gi^t Pwent ^ us aH !! 
If prosperity smiles jjpwi you, idways 
xemember that from his boma^ws hand 
the blessing fiow^drnand if. aidv^rsity 
should assail you, reqoilect that it could 
not have happened without hi^ Divine: 
permission. BiurnalJy then impk>ro 
the Almighty to protect you ffOm the^ 
allurements of pleasure, and the de- 
structive paths of vice ; and in your in^ 
tercouise with society, shun the profli-- 
gate as you would a pestilential blas^ 



fat the force of vidous example is top 
i^t to make a dangerous imprewon 
upon the yoathful heart. In the ritiMi- 
tion you are to fill, maay aUuremenls 
i¥ill be offered to induce you to deviate 
from that rectitude of ponduot^ which 
I flatter myself, you will sen^ulat u fy 
observe ; but reasember, ao/ dear6eor|^ 
that a bribe is tlie greaieH ineuU that 
can be tifiered to an haneti man ; yet 
in confidential sitoattons it is firequeotly 
resorted to, lor the pursose €f proving 
the rectitude of the parties who are 
employed. 

^' In human nAtmeper/ectian cannot 
be expected^ me are «1I, in a greater or 
'less d^ee, liable to faults; but never 
by denying an error, expose yourself to 
the imputation of a crime, for 4ueh in 
the eyes of our JS^ier^ is the slightest 
deviation from truth. Endeavour ta 
make friends by a eoneiliation of man- 
ners; and if you have the good for tu0e 
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to engage their affectkra^, vmembeir 
that you possess Heaven-*s 'choicest 
{k)on ; at the same time recoHect that 
it is mueh easier to make fiiewk thaa 
to retain their regard J^ •; ! 

This maternal ddvlee wasr i]iterro|»tc^ 
by the entrance of Mr. Rockitighini^. 
to say that Mr.OrlofFbegan to be very 
impatient^ *• Return to him, my love,**' 
replied the affectionate mother ; ^' and 
assilre hkn in five minutes George shalL 
attend him.*^ These precious moments 
could no longer be devoted to admocii^ 
tion ; George's books and apparel wese 
hastily deposfted hi the trunks 'and 
within the space of tkne his mother 
had mentioned^ WiHiam carried itouit 
out of the room for the purpose of strap- 
ping it upon the carriage- 
Tender and affecting was: the adteu: 
between the youthful tisaveller and his 
dear connections. ^ Matilda ii^piuticu!- 
hgy clung, about his neck with supk aot 
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appearance of violent sorrow^ that her 
father was forced to extricate him from 
her embrace, whilst Mr. Orloff at the 
same moment forced him into the chaise. 
When it drove off* she uttered a shriek^ 
that rather proved the violence of poisian 
tbati that of exquisite tenderness of 
feelings which evinces true susceptibi- 
lity of heart ; and it required alt the 
strength Spoitzkie was mistress o^ to 
prevent her from following the carriage. 
To the care of that humble friend and 
attached domestic, Mrs. Rockingham 
left hev daughter, and retired to her 
apartment, where, falling upon her 
knees, she implored the Almighty to 
protect her son, and conduct him in 
those paths of virtue which his ances- 
tors, for so many centuries, had trod. 
Upon returning to the drawing-room^ 
she was at once pleased and astonished 
at perceiving Matilda's countenance 
perfectly composed. ^^ Matilda/' said 



66 HISTOEY O^ THE BOCKlNOHAMft. 

^ she, ** your conduct has been truel ; 
you dught to have tried towpportmy 
0pirk$9 instead of agitating them/* 

** I was wrong I know, Marpa,'* re- 
plied Matilda—" and Spoitzkie has 
convinced me how very shameful it was 
^'— but to own the truth, Mnma, I 
thought if George saw me so very misC' 
tablcj he would refuse to go with Mr. 
OrlofF; for you know, now he is gone, 
I shall have no one to walk with, or 
amuse me, for Henry and Louisa are 
too young to be my tompanions** 

** Then it was merely the wish oi 
self-gratificatian, which induced you 
to act the frantic part you pcrformed,'*^ 
rejoined Mrs. Rockingham, with a re*- 
proving ghncc. " You would have 
sacrificed all your brother's future 
prospects in life in seems, for the plea- 
sure of.his society — ^you were unmindful 
"> of those pangs which, as a mother, 1 

tnust fee), at parting with my don at s6 
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short a notice ; and under the pretence 
of excessive attachment, you displayed 
those symptoms of uncontroled passion^ 
which must for ever degrade you in the 
opinion of Mr. Orloff." 

To the just observations of her re« 
spectable parent^ Matilda was unable 
to make any reply, and soon afterwards 
<[uitted the drawing-room, apparently 
penitent for the impropriety of her con* 
duct. Louisa and Henry had both re- 
tired to a bow window, silently to in- 
dulge that sorrow which their aympa* 
ihizing bosoms, felt at witnessing the 
distress of a mother^ whom they doaled 
upon to excess ; for though they were 
sorry at parting from their brother^ yet 
his conduct towards thenfi had been' 
rather overbearing than conciliating. 
Mrs. Rockingham noticed, though she 
did not make any observation, upon 
these genuine marks of sensibility in 
Iter son and daughter^ and could not 
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help experiencing^ a secret satisfaction 
at beholding the delicate manner in 
which they evinced their concern, for 
instead of displaying it by any violent 
symptoms of emotion, they seemed to 
endeavour to confine it within their own 
gentle breasts ; and so far from wishing 
to add to her (iffliction^ they retired 
from observation, for the purpose gf 
concealing their own. , 

Henry at length perceiving his mother 
was observing his actions, adopted a 
little piece of finesse, and hastily thrust- 
ing hia handkerchief into his pocket, 
exclaimed " What pain the least bit of 
dust gives, if it happen to get into the 
eye." Then perceiving a transient smile 
illume the countenance of the author of 
hia existence, he flew towards her and 
clasped his arms round her neck, say- 
ing, " My dear, dear mama, I will be 
doubly attentive to you, and endeavour 
tp <?pmp^nsate for the ^bi^cince of. niy 
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brother ; but it is a long time, rnama^ 
since you was in my garden, will you 
bp kind enough to come and look at 
my ^flowers." 

"The tender tone of declaration, uni- 
ted to the action which accompanied it, 
brought a fresh flood of tears into the 
eyes of Mrs. Rockingham ; but the de- 
licate attempt the amiable boy made to 
direct her.thought into a different chan- 
nel, was not .to be resisted ; and after 
returning his embrace^ and pressing 
bim to her maternal bosom, she de- 
clared herself ready to comply with 
his request. 

. A square of about fifteen yards^ had 
been allotted . these youthful florists ; 
for Henry and Louisa had. no idea of a 
separate enjoyment; and whilst the 
former was the tiller, the latter was the' 
ornamenter of this pasture-~this small 
spot of ground was situated in asouthem 
aspect ; and Henry who had a taste for 
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mechanics had indosed it with a trellis 
work railing, in the forming of which 
he had been assisted by the ^rdenpr, 
"who had originally been intended for a 
carpenter, at the extremity was a small 
arbour, almost enveloped by a luxuriant 
eglantine; and several large pots of 
broad-leafed myrtle^ were trained as 
espaliers along the trellis rails. The 
roses which adorned this little spot^ 
were in the highest state of perfection^ 
and the perfume which exhaled from 
them^ rendered the favourite retreat of 
these amiable children a paradise of 
sweets. " Why, my dear boy," said 
Mrs. Rockingham, ^^ I nevw recollect 
seeing such a diversity of roses in all 
my life, for though each appears beau^^ 
tifUl, I do not believe there are two 
alike." 

No, mama," replied Henry exult- 
inglyf ^'that is what I pride myself 
upon; for the faotanistSj whose opinions 
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are to be depended upon, tell us there 
are fourteen species of the rose, and in 
this little spot we have nine different 
ones, excuding the moss and the dog 
rosey 

'' And why should not both be m« 
eluded?'' enquired Mrs. Bx)ckinghain9 
wishing to discover whether Henry had 
profitted by a book which his father had 
had recently bought him. ^* Why, 
mama,*' he replied, '' Lord Somerville's 
gardener told me, that they used to be 
considered of a different species ; yet 
Linneus says, that the dog-rose, or the 
rosa^canina, is the parent of all the rest 
-—but oU Richard, you know, before 
be went to Lord Somerville*s, lived with 
Mr. Miller, when he had the botanical 
garden at Cambridge ; and he informs 
me that Mr. Miller, always declared 
that the moss rose to be a totally distinct 
plant.'' ^^ It is more difficult: to be 
reared thjiti those of the other species^ 



M 
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is it not ?•• enquired Mrs. R. " By no 
means^ mama/' replied the youthful 
botanistj ** for it may either be propaga- 
ted by suckers or layers ; and Richard, 
who is my oracle, tells me it will stand 
a severe winter better than the more 
common sort." " I am inclined to 
believe your imagination is poetic, 
Henry," cohtinued his nnother^ smiling, 
** by the choice of your flowers ; for 
the rose, the myrtle, the eglantine, and 
the nil/, are all occasionally favourites 
of those who court the poetic muse." 

'' 6b, yes mama,^' exclaimed Louisa, 
who at that moment joined them, 
^^ Henry has a very great taste, I assure 
you, iov poetry, and when he^sent a 
valentine to Eliza Darnley, he com- 
pared her complexion to . the lily and 
her cheeks to the ro^e." " Oh, Louisa, 
you have betrayed my confidence," ex- 
claimed Henry, whilst his animated 
etHintcnance glowed with a inixture of 
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•flg^r md oonfiision. ^^ I did not mean 
to do .aoindeed^ my dear Henry, bat 
somehow iij)opp6d out without intend- 
ing u. 

'^VWhy should you wish to conceal 
n taieni, my dear fellow, which you 
jfiigfat' be convinccid would affbrd me 
pleasure to knpw y^u po^Sbs^ ? how « 
c^er, as the seoret bad been by accident 
.<|iscovered,< I must ea treat you to show 
fneia^-specimc^ of .yoar.t^ste ? • 
: ^^ Pray do not desire me ,to eaepose 
myself, m&maf!\ replied Henry, ^* fot 
it is anly my sister's partialUy^ that 
makes her think my poetry worth read- 
ing." .^^'And do yoa not think your 
fn<aher feds! as much .affection towards 
youyias yoiur m^er P'* demanded Mrs. 
Bockingham^ ^^ Oh yes, mama, you 
every t hour jl^rim^. it to 99ie;" replied 
Heinyv< tenderly las^ng tlie extended 
haod^i!f bat then yon. would perceive a 
tbo^aifdrJgaUi$ injitayi writings wluGh 
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to-morfow:** Joy wifs tlcpi<5tured up6n 
the coorrtteftance of Hetory afDd Louisa^ 
at tMs gratifying piece of <iewsj for 
though each was partial to Sffoitzkie^ 
the softness of Miss Hazlfemere's tnan- 
ners bad inspired them with te'iiderness 
fts well as iregard ; artd the prospect of 
her return gave Mrs, -Rockingham an 
equal degree of pleasure. 

*^ Mama," said H6nry, " I ctould 
wish you not to request me to sbow tite 
lihe^ upon Miss Hademere's bixth-ds^^ 
^or she was kind enough Co point out 
some inaccuracies in them, and as a 
thought has just struck me, I will try to 
poetize it, but you must esdpect io see 
ten thousand faults in my production^ 
and very, very few beauties.^' 

"Be to his faults a little bfind ; be 
to his merit very kind;** said, or rather 
sang Louisa, in that well-knoWn tiine 
adapted to the words in the Padloclc^ 
Mrs. Rockingham smiled at the s^ppli- 
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G^tion^ and turning to her daughter, 
s^i(|, ** We will leave the youthful 
Apollo to bis meditations I for I must 
give directions to the servants to have 
]V|i3s Hazleinere*s dpartment properly 
aired ;*' then taking the band of Louisa 
Bbtfi leff hsr.sqa to the indulgence- of his 

Mi$$ Hazjemere bad beea several 
iPQI)^)S^ absent frpm that comfortable 
zpylnm wbipb bad been offered bcr 
i:(pQi:^^thQ death of h^ parents, in ccm* 
seqi^ence of a maternal uncle having 
requested Mrs* EocVingham te spare 
ber for the purpose of attending his sick 

hedi and mtb this request she complied 
t^e xnoff^ reaflily, from knowing the 
2Uii^b|e giirl W/^s iiis nearest, rtlation^. 
af}4a^:Mr. Topping was an old batcbe- 

19^ M'fir I^Q^V^C^^R indulged tbe. 
hppe^IfftlK^wapl^ leave tb^.bulkoflMJs* 
fortune t<x bf^ jpung favorite* Though . 
Miss Hajfl^^^ier^ bad-Qier^ly.mffmioned^. 

B3 
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the death of her uncle^ yet her kind 
protectress still indulged iht hope that 
her wishes had been realized, and de^ 
termined whatever fortune might Be 
left her^ to request she would still re- 
side under the same hospitable roof. 

Whilst Mrs. Rockingham was giving 
orders for the reception of her young 
friend^ Henry was endeavouring to 
compose a few stanzas upon a subject 
at that moment nearest to his heart ; 
and after remaining a few hours in his 
own apartment, he entered the drawing 
room with the expected production in 
his hand. 

^* Well, my dear boy/' said his ami* " 
able mother, ** may I be permitted 
to form a judgment of your poetic 
taste ?" Yes, my dear mama,*' replied 
Henry, ^' but pray do not read it with 
TOO scrutinizing an eye; for though 
the sound may jingle, I fear the sense 
will not be so easily understood." 
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*' You mean to say you have taken a 
poetiQ licence ;" rejoined Mrs. Rocking- 
ham^ '* and instead of simplifying your 
subject, have endeavoured to puzzle 
me with far-fetched thoughts." " Oh, 
no mama \ yet instead of simplijyingp 
I fear you will say there is something 
very simple inclosed^ here." At the 
same time delivering the paper and 
hurrying out of the room. All the 
children eagerly crowded round Mrs. 
Rockingham, imploring her to indulge 
them with the sight of the youthful 
poet's composition ; when opening the 
paper she complied with their wishes^ 
and read the following lines.*— 

Unci written upon the Embarkation of an 
elder Brother to the Rusiian Court. 

Soft blow ye winds ! be imootb ye waves^ 

For on your bosom stilt 
AyoQthfal mariner-— who iie*<er 

£flcoaDCer'd botsieroos galei t 

m 4 
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Ndrtur'd with foodnessi and with care^ 

His parents hope and pride ; 
How will his bark of life be 8tecr*d^ 

Without ibtit foti'ring guide ? 

Yet George-s *}'oiMbfdl mind was stor'd 

With sckdce-and withworibj 
Virtae'a bright image he bebeld 
. In those who gave him birth ! 

And as the Sacred Writ*^ prbclilmi * ' * 
A child in firtue rd&rM ^ '* 

Will never deviate from her pathr^ > 
Then why should Georg^be^^avV} ^ ; 

Though Albion's vons may truly boast 
'^ Inherent worth of naind^ 
Yet bright examples^ there's nodoiibf> 
In Russia's clime he'll£od* 

In Orlofi^s noble breast theris glows 

A pure aeiherial rayf ^' 

Rcldected frbm ihe gen'rbus deeds^ 
Performed by him each day ! 



*9^ 



• ** Train np a cbHd m Ihe way «be ibeald go, and 
'bea be is. old, be will not depart fv«Di.it»" 
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Then . dearest aathor of my birth^ 

No longer let ihy breast, 
WSrh aoxiousi or forbo^g^'tcars^ 

Bf ^ittiaXiy Appnai'd.. . * » 



• »ij 



» / 
/ » 



Tbqse cbildrw \rfuf h you stiUr^^t^ 

Wl]} stady to display 
Attenfiony greater tban lefore. 

To 9v'ty thing ycuwj, * ' ■ " • » 



M. it 

.; «4 



j;«cl) infold, ^0,(1 M?h (|»ite/ 
And ne?er shall the filial spark 
Of tenderness expire'! 
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BeiAiiM tlMio^cBr-imioe Ihe taaky; r 

ThQ«ftb M it pp•|^r.ca^^ J , . / y'y. 

Tqcoify^atP i| b^Ql^ier's loss . . .^ ^^.^ 
'W^ho's sailing oa the se^ ! 

'Aid may ihat brolb^'-ever prove '^ '>r[t 

Srtooe'a most Is vor'd Boot . . : * : . • 

_ , as bodiKobff the; bill of life,. . ,» 

Froceei as be Jbeguo. ' . ^* ^f 



• 1 •' 



Though Mrs. Rockingham, began 
reading the preceding lii\ps in an audj'^ 

B 5 
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ble accent^ yet, as she proceeded, her 
tremulous vcuce fauUered, and large 
drops of maternal teiptd^ness rapidly 
fell upon the paper. •* Amiable boy !'* 
sbe exclaimed, pressing the paper to 
her bosom, '^ amply do you compen- 
sate me for your brother's loss I Oh,'* 
continued she, turning to Louisa,, 
•' how I wish your beloved father could; 
participate in my emotions V* then rais- 
ing her expressive eyes to heaven, she 
said, " Great God ! I thank thee for 
Messing me with such a son, but callhim^ 
^my dear Louisa, and let me thank, him 
^ijfor this inestimable proofof filiallovc." 
' The bashful boy wtantTy obeyed^ 
t|ie siMumogs; " Come to my armi/*^ 
jl^id the affectionate mother, extei^^ing 
fthem as he approachedi then embracing 
im witk transports; *'Yottr lines,'^ 
said sbe^ **; are beautiful I they.touch 
Ae heart — and for this reason T know 
they are the spontaneous effusion of yoviz 
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own^ ** They were indeed, mama,** 
replied Henry, " yet I fear they possesa 
maay faults^ and a9 you said you would 
point them out to me, I entreat to' 
know where I have erred.** 
, *^ If I am to deGBct faulu,** replied 
the ffttached mother^ *^ you must chuse 
a less iotereeting theme, my dear boy/ 
for in the compontion . I have beea 
rcpdii^g,.. I ijUiW new beauties; in ev^ry 
Iii}e;i Jbi|t sliow jtbem Mr. Turner, and 
request his canciti^ opinion of '^Ae^ ; fot 
I am now convinced that a mother ia 
very HI calcidaied to perform the pari 
of <a critic,*^ 

" The lines are very pretty I allow;, 
mama,*' said Louisa^ '' but I assure 
you, my brother Henry has written 
many that you would like ^uite as 
well ; I wanted to show yovt. the epitaph 
upon Tray, yet he would not permit 
me, and as to riddles and charades^, 
ke has a book full of them*'* 
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^* I can only say, fity dear bby^** ?tu 
pKcd Mrs. RiDcfcingb^m^. ** lihat ^|»i 
di^dence jo^ lett has depfH^d me of 
a high gra!tificatk>n ; ytet as tiifk ice isi 
once broken, (id make nle 6f SpHit^^ 
kie*s dbservatibn) I tri^t Pinky nbw 
t^e Louisa^s Bobk^i so fbtc^b it itiy lo^Oy 
it will at least aMtise tme, aiid divert my 
at ten tioa from poioir George.** 

Lduisa instantly dbi^dd th^ mittidMfti 
and entered the room %lfh % ^riiiixi«- 
ph^nt look^ deli|^hted at the^ idte: of 
having her favourite brotHer*S jJroduc-* 
lions approved, and-eagerly opening the 
little manuscripts, exclaimed, " 'Miiitaa/ 
it begins with an elegy upon poor Tray; 
will you allow me to read it, for it i» 
my favorite ?'* *' By d! means,*' replied 
Mrs. Rockinghom, *' yet recollect, that 
the beauty of poetry in great measure 
depends upon the manner in which it 
is read.'* 
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An Elegy upm the Death ofuJdwriU Dog. 

CompauUm of my dkiHIiih Anfn, 

And is tby spirit fled ? 
Or rather •h thnijk^kfltt/brm, 

Now flambef^f wiifh ike #eadt 

For spirit I well know thbii'£^%r> ^^* 

Wast d<?stiQ'd tp oossess $ . 
Yet did thy faithful bosoqa i^c;ia 

To shareiaipj diatreip! ^ ., > , 



t ik 



.P'. . . .> . • I* 



And if my breast a sorrow koew> 
/■Or a corroding-eaiie^ 
Thy anxioas eye each locAc would watcb^ 
As if my griefs (o sbare* 

-Vai #heil in fh>Iic mood I' strayU 

How sportive woalbsk thoa be ; « 
Aod in the gurgling wares oft jH^oge> 
To bflBg aHooe to aae ^ 

• • • f 

Or if the bounding ball I threw^ 

With eager baste; yon fled« 
And dropped it at your oaaster^d feet^ 

By softjaffeetion led. 



« * 
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If tird wiih exercise, or pTay, 
To iome tcnooth bank I crept^ 

My faithful friend wonld never inove> 
Bat watckM mt, whilst J slept«. \ 

A lesson did poor Trayconyef^ 

To me^aodalliBapliind; ^ 
Cratefal and Ciithful, was my dog»r 

Aflecitonale^ tod kind*. 

Death's iron hand, arrested hiin» 

Whilst lie was iiibts prime;. 
His lifeless body now is laid> 

Beneath the spreading^ lime ! 

ft • ' . 

Then stranger when thou laark'st the apot^ 
. . Which now iacloses Tray, 
Remember that thy life is short,. 
And fleets, like time, away ! 

N. Rockingkam» 

Louisa read those fines both witit 
emphasis and feeling, and coming ta 
the close of them, demanded whether 
her mother did not even think theoi^ 
prettier than those Henry had written^ 
upon the departure of George ?. Th^ 
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are pretty I allow^ my love/' replied 

Mrs. Rockingham^ " yet I greatly 

prtfer ihejirsi I heard ; for they breathe 

both filial and firatemal affection; 

whilst those you bare been reading, 

merely celebrate ihe^aiihfid attachment 

of a dog; and as man is, in comparison, 

as much superior to animals, as angels 

are to errfn^f martab, we naturally feel 

an in ff rest in any poem which describea 

the virtues of die former, that it is im« 

possible to experience, when the laiiei' 

becomes the theme.** 

** Then do you think I was wrong, 

mama, in endeavouring to cefcbratc 

the failrbful attachment of mf dog V* 

^ By no means, my love,** replied Mrs. 

Rockingham, *^ indeed I admire your 

attatchment to poor Tray ; for though 

little or insensible mhutsy may ridicule 

that ajBTection we display towards the 

inferior order of created beings, yet 

those Viho possess tirue dignity of feel- 
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i9£i \x^^^^}y ^^pl^y attachment to 
tlie. anima^ rs^ce ; and I:l9tner tnait gres^:. 
judge of huQiaa n^turej^ re presents .A2> 
Juro as sh^ddini;; t^^J^r when l^s ^th&L 
dog expired.- '-r- 

^ Arima hkickeek ditinc tt#>tddflD 9i»lA^*'' 



'. *' Oh, mama !'* exclaimed the de*. 
lighted Heory^ interrupting h\§ motheiy. 
** I . renaember those lines in/PopeV 
Odyssey^ ana it was Vlysses, who shed- 
tears^ upon the- 4^aik pf his^ fayorite;^ 
dog-" .r . 

^ '\ Ajad whett..y9^ vjrpte ,thif el^j^ 

Hpnry/* j^ngpirpd J^Jrs. Rockinjgjiftmii, 
*Vdid:no^4ie'SyR^p^tiy displayed l^ 

the sovereigti^ pf Itbicch QCQW to^ 

your mind i" *SNp> pu gi^y. honpur^. 

ipama/' F^joincji J3eary> " y^t I an^^ 

pleased at the idea of resetnjbyiig so* 

great a majp> . in the; at^chment he felt 
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had invariably dbplayed attachment to 
his master." 

^' But, mama/' said Louisgj who 
ivas desirous of {living 9 farther proof 
of her brother's abilities, ** will you not 
allow me tPrTeaid some of Henry's ridfUes 
and charades 9y for m amiaUe was 
this little girths disposition, tlfat she felt 
greater pleasure in displaying proofs of 
her brother's acquirements, than she 
would hisvie esiperkmced ia receiving 
pxanseibrbdr o?ra. 

* * Mo s t ' ftfisuredly ^ my dear girl ,'• * ro-^ 
pdied the amiable motber, ^cdigbtedji^ 
* micfa paxx>fs of sisterly aflfect^on in thjs- 
intecestJngebHd to whom she had giveii> 
bictlu \ Louisa re^opened the book aod> 
tnmitvg to ber mother« i&id; /' But ycu|* 
auat tiy. to guqss eaob charade sepa<^v 
mtely, mama/' ** Very Wiell, b^ youi 
must &± me hear tk^^ re^iiiod ^^s^ 
Bdckiq^asv, tappSf^ I^oui^ afec^ipi^ 
aiely li^Mm-tti^cbtttAu 
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Charades. 

My first is a plaee of defence. 

To goard and protect us from foes ; 

Myiecood is gloomy and dense. 
Yet tbe herald ot peace and repose. . 

My whole to the fortaoate teemt 

To £j or to fleet last away f 
Whilst to the oohlippy it leems 

With moments that brings on decaf. 

Fort-night, 

^' WeW, mama^ dcr you know it ?^ 
enquired Louisa embracing ber mother^ 
as she concluded the last line. ^' You 
must either imagine that I caught a 
glimpse of the solution, or give me 
credit for a greater quickness of con- 
ception than I really possess ;^^ replied 
Mrs. Rockingham^ smiling at her 
daughter's eagerness, then pausing a 
few moments^ she took out ber pencil 
and wrote the word upon the back of a 
letter ; for as - Spottzkie and tbe little 
Russians were present, a request had 
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been made not to mention the dis- 
covery aloud. As Mrs. Rockingham 
was right in her conjecture^ Louisa rje- 
quested permission to read another, and 
having received it she amused the part/ 
with the following.— 

Charade IL 

My first is the loother of angoisb and paioj 
The sharer of grief and dismay ; • 

Increases oar pleasure, and by a soft chain 
Is pre?ented from ronoiog away:» 

The rich, and the wealthy, the prond', and Ibe greats 

Th's treasure supreme cannot boy; 
It disdatneih (be pageant of show and of state^ 

Yet is purchased sometimes by a «|gA» 

My second's, an adjective known to eipresa . 

A tbiog that is small of its kind j 
My whole is the victim of care and distress^ 

To whom fortnne hasa1wa7S been blind* * ' 

Fr%end-U$$i 

This charade having been guessed^ 
with greater facility than the former^ 
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Louisa ^prQceedecl ajad read the follow- 
Ipg, concluding with the riddle, which 
obtaincfl the yx^uthful ppet no sn^nll 
ftbiire of applause. 

Charadt III. 

My firit is the lord ol^reali«ii{ 
My second notes time as it flies f 

And when the sopreme of tbis nation* 
Sends, flQjr tv/iote to acnlprit^ he dies. 

■ • 
Cfmrade I¥; 

My first is ascertain cdlectioa' 

Qf,ineo who togeth^i: combine i 
Yet the band of this friendly gelectibn* 
, \s nought but. a dinner and wine. 

My second percf-ivrs thit this meeting 

Is often attended with atrife. 
And instead of good drinking and eatingi 

It things. of the close of its life t 

lAy whole is a niode of coofeying 
Our wishes and wants to a friend. 

When we n(^t, approve i f delay in g 
TiW speech its assistance can /met. 



Riddle, 

Whtn the entdinil f ht«ervp^amd on Ac earthy 

Aad kfita haA ooiAbe^a its dark fiuse. 
From my x'lddle { found that they ailhtd their birth^ 

ft 

And e'en now *tis their favourtte plae^. 

T^e dpot lurbfcb ci^lt'd vii'toe abd hoiioor to Vifh, 

jH^r be thought t6 lie free from all 8talo» 
Yet, alas! Ibave beard'iisthe maasion of ctrife, 
. And the j-egion of sorrow aod paio. 

VH beton toldr aU^ the pasaiom there Jind a retreat, 

Tb^r6{enyjr and malice reside ; 
There low. petty cqnliiDg, and haughtiness meet^ 

Tbos6 emblems of.frailty. and pride ! 

TlfetrfWE' loe* the maup of tbia complex abodfrj 
Wkcfi virtue and vice both appear ; . 

Sajj is it, a mansion that's /orm*d for the good? 
Or is it the wicked-ones sphere ? 

TheHeetri. 

4 

Thtftigh lieniy vr^ gratiiied by 
tfa^ ^logiam bestowed upon biiOy 
ye t he doknowtedged that b6 bad 
been ussisied in bis ideas, by the 
biftts give^ htm by Mr. Tiiraer, " for 
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^' mama/* said the unassuming boy^ 
^^ I think it disgraceful to receive 
praise which is undeserved^ and until 
my tutor corrected the riddle^ there 
were at least twenty faults/* 

" Ever, my dear fellow, act with the 
same unassuming candour,** replied Mrs. 
Rockingham, '^ for, to a feeling mind> 
applause unmerited, acts like silent 
reproof/* Some domestic concerns 
at that moment requiring Mrs. R.'s in- 
spection, the conversation consequently 
closed ; and on the following day Miss 
Hazlemere^ according to appointment, 
returned. Though the reception she 
met with must have been truly gratify- 
sng, for Mrs. Rockingham pressed her 
to her friendly bosom with as much 
warmth as if she had been her child, yet 
so violent was the agitation she experi- 
enced, that it was some moments before 
she was able to speak ; and upon her 
anxious protectress inquiring the cause 
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of this Violent affliction^ she learned 
that Mr. Topping had only left this 
jnear relation twenty pounds^ devoting 
near thirty thousand to the building or 
endowing a hospital ; though the poor 
orphan bad^ for the last four months, 
been a perfect slave to him, and had 
scarcely enjoyed a single night's repose. 
Though Mrs. Rockingham was at 
once hurt and disappointed, yet, by 
assurances of eternal friendship, she 
endeavoured to reconcile the amiable 
girl to the injustice of her uncle's dis- 
posal of his property ; but the children 
witnessing the dejection of their gover- 
ness's spirits, loudly condemned the 
cruelty of his conduct ; and a. sudden 
thought struck Louisa, which she in- 
9tantly imparted to her brother. Mr. 
Orloff, upon taking leave of the young 
|iarty, had presented each with a new 
guineaj and their mpth^ h^d proposed 
to them buying a share in ; the ensuing 
Lottery. 
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^* Henry/* said the amkbte Loukiaj' 
*<it makefrmciicite unhappy to steMiss 
HatlemefbV spirits so depressed, a«dl 
have just been thinking I shonld iike to 
spend my gninea in buying her a loittry 
ticket, MOB have a Aoift^ you know, and 
kind friends to take care of us, aiid if 
we gota|>ii«eshouldnot know what to 
do with it.** 

^< Sut papa would dkpote of it for 
us," tepHed, Henry, ^^yet, indeed, my 
dear Lcmite, • I should Uke to buy Miss 
Ha^^Iem^re a share in the Lottery, ^ atsd 
we will not say a; word about it to any 
creature but marha." And away they 
flew to f^qu*ddt petiRVS^ion to^dispose of 
the money in this liberal mannei?. > The 
petition was not only rieadily griinted^ 
tbut half-a-guinea, added by Mrs. Rock- 
ingham, and a serrant iQimediately 
'di^atched to Livdrpod^ :tb purchase 
4mME^)gh( i &k th6i lottery was to begin 
dnming^ ^m the foUo wing Monday ; 
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but the generous act was kept a perfect 
secret from every person in the family. 
As Matilda had never testified any 
strong' attachment to her goyerness^ she 
was not invited to become a partner 
in the generous design^ and bavingseen 
a new bat a mi1Uner*8^ which her mama 
refused to purcbasefor her, she request-* 
ed permission to buy it with Mn 
OrlofF*s present^ preferring the tempo- 
rary gratification derived fivma> piece 
of finery y to the chance of sharing a 
tlurty thousand pound prize. 



T • 
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CHAPTER IV. 



< 



J ' 



' Vd|tottt'ft depicted as a female Mind; 
Kence, blessinig^ potv'd'upon tlie calkiKs Blind; 
Stilly sometimes sbe is known to glance a keo 
On the <Ee«enm^— and the h%s% ^imtn-^ • 
Jbidir«in«ii tpo-^or fiftslfiBMre had lu^cr 
Been j>roved an o^spring of her fondest care« 
For when she lost the authors of her birth. 
And seem'diin •iitea#t, onlhis dreary earth. 
Then Rockiagham a kind as^rlum ga?e, 
Supplied the place of those who in the grave 
Were silent laid— and with parental art, 
Assuag*d the sorrows of her borstingbe^t; 
A heart, which duty and affection owes 
And with tlte purest gratitude still glows. 



!3S9 



A Fortnight elapsed witboat any thing 
particular occuring; during which pe- 
riod Mr. Rockingham returned^ with 
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the pleasing intelligence that bis son 
bad sailed under the most propitious 
auspices ; the wind wasya/r— tbe ship 
an entire new one*-— the captain a most 
pleasant .man— •and George^ 'from the 
moment bf his appointment^ was to re* 
ceive a salary of two hundred k year^ 
and to reside in bis patron's family, 
therefore^ would incur no other ex« 
penses but those of dress. Truly grate* 
ful were this^ worthy patr^ ta the great 
author of their exiistencc^ for having so 
bountepusly provide4 for their elder 
son, for as Mr. Rockingham was neither 
iTifirm nor aged, in all human probabili- 
ty^ many^ nqany years would elapse be« 
fore he came into possession of a pafri* 
mpnial inberitancQ. 

As Mrs. Rockingham was^ an early 
riser^ she generally made a point of 
visiting tht girls school before breakfast ; 
and . returning one morning from ful^ 
filling this beficyolent duty, she was 

F 2 
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accosted by a genteel looking man on 
horseback, who addressing her with a 
smiling aspect, said ^^ I believe,* madam, 
I have pleasure of accosting Mrs. 
'Rockingham." ' 

^* My name is Rockingham, sir, yet I 

have not the satisfaction of recognizing 

* • * ' ^ 1^ 

your person/* " Probably nW^ma^pm,*** 

• * * ■ 

replied the stranger, " but I am cash-^ 

keeper at Messrs. : and Co's iibttei:y 

Office,^ and allow me, madapn^ lo^ci^n- 
gratulate you, upon being a sBarer of 
twenty thousand pounds ; ^nd to say, 
that my employers are ready to pay the. 
money on demand/* 

This intelligence was so truly grati- 
fying to the benevolent heart of ,Mts. 
Rockingham, that it was some ftiitnfcnis 
before she was able to make any reply, 
at length raising her expressing eyes to * 
Heaven, she silently offered an ackn'ow- 
ledgmcnt to the bounteous Givbr 'of 
every earthly good ; thentufning'to her 
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informer, she said, "Your intelligence, 
sir, affords me the most hcart-felt joy. 
for through this unexpected turn in 
the wheel of fortune, an amiable or- 
plian will be rendered independent of 
the world ; you will do me the favor, 
I trusty of taking breakfast with ns, 
without mentioning the business that 
brought yoa to the house ; as sudden 
joy, has frequent!/ been as fatal as 
Excessive grief; and the amiable girl, 
to whom the ticket belongs^ does not 
Jeycii know it was bought ; in fact, it 
3 is a present to her, from my own chil- 
dren." 

The yofung man refused the in- 
vitation, under a plea of business^; 
. when Mrs. Rockingham taking a 
. five pound note from her pocket re- 
quested his acceptance of it, as a 
small acknowledgment for the trouble 
he had given himself; addtag, she 
was sure, that Miss Hazlemere would 

p 3 
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more amply reward him, when she 
knew the extent of her goodjbrtune^ 

Scarcely had the amiable Mrs. R. 
through the whole course of her exist- 
ence^ felt a pleasure equal to that ^vhich 
'she experienced on this memorable 
day^ and hastening home she flew to 
her worthy husband to make him a 
^sharer of her joy. Each saw ihe neces- 
'sity of preparing the portionless Miss 
Hazlemere, by decrees, fqf the sudden 
turn in her affairs; which was doiieliy 
informing her of the geneVoui co^a^ct 
of their danghter and son ; l)ut so faint 
were the poor girl's hopes of becoming 
*a fiydriteof fortune, that though she 
'sensibly felt tlie kindness of hfcr pupils, 
^'shesajd,' she considered the tnobey as 

* icist'i " fpir depend upon it, * my deareSt 

* chifdrfcA/*''she added, '' the blind god- 
dess will never smile upon meJ^ 

Those only of my young feaders who 
have had the power, and the inclination 
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of performing a kind 2Lnd genermis ac^ 
tiotiy can form an idea of the extatic 
delight these iioblc-rainded children 
experienced at being informed, that 
through their benevolence, the hither- 
to unfortunate orphan, would com& 
into the possession of near five and 
-twenty bundmd pOMos; Henyy upon 
'hearing it, tiirew his arms round the 
neck of his sister, exclaiming ^* My 
dear, doar Louisa, it was ^osr thought! 
J (eei happ^miou^i hoitjfQU TOiXSi ho, 
still mpre ^Oy for it is to fan aiM4i^ ttatt 
Miss I^akldmere ov^m tfaia . pfi^im of 
good fortune/' 

When thri? gratefiiL young woman 
was 6m made acquainted with; the al- 
teration in her circumstances, she ^ejie 
and smiled by turns, and after repeated*- 
ly thanking and embracing the ;sources 
from whence she derived ind^^ndence,, 
she made use of the words of a lalo 
celebrated Lord Chancellor, and prefer 

F 4 
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sing the hanck of Henry and Louisa to 
her bosom, she said, " When I forget 
the vast obligation you have conferred 
upon me, my dearest children, may 
,God forget me." Then retiring to her 
room, with a heart glowing with grati* 
tude she fell upon her knees, and 
poured jfbrtb those spontaneous effusi- 
ons ,of emotion, which naturally flow 
from so good and pious mind. 

About a week after the happy change 
n Miss Hazlemere's circumstances^ 
the anniversary of the imtitution of the 
charity schools occurred ; a day whicb^ 
from the period of their foundation, had 
been celebrated with the greatest hila- 
rity, by. its benevolent founder. The 
objects: of his humanity were all decked 
.in new apparel; and instead of break- 
. fasting at their habitations, they all aa- 
^ sembled at an early hour, where a^Iong 
table spread with hot rolls, and plumb 
buns seenoed ta invito their appetite, 
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md' at the upper and lower end of the 
board were seated their respective mis- 
.tpessed and masters, for on this day, the 
boys and girls met together, and an old 
bliad fiddler and bisson played to them 
during the ipeal. 

.^ As soon as the. table w^as cleared, the 
youthful party were, honoured with the 
presence of their benefactors and .their 
childr^en^ the latter of whom brought 
two baskets filled with books and dif- 
/erent medals, as a, reward to those who 
merited iliGse public, marks of esteem, 
JEvcry. face except- one, wore the smile 
of contentment, and. this was a girl 
apparently, about thirteen, on the bench 
where she sat lay her new apparel, and 
%Q her bib was suspended a. piece of red 
cloth, cut in the shape of atongue, and 
op it was marked in large letters that dis** 
graceful yordjfa/^Adarf. The eyes of all: 
the party seemed. directed towards the 
^»(fer> whose countenance displayed < 

p. 5 
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• > * 

^a sullen marosene^ irathef than penu 
'fence; and upon the mistress being in- 
termgated respecting the nature of the 
crime she bad committed, it was proved 
to be of the most heinous kind ; for 
though a pair of scissars, of one of her 
schoolfellow's, had been found in her 

• • • 

work-bag, she protested they had been 
giv6n her by a relation; and though 
tlireatened with pub!rc disgrace' and 
even dismissal, yet she obstinatefy per- 
severed in the untnitb* Shocked by 
3uch a flagrant mark ot irretigion and 
depravity, Mrs. Rockingham toc^ her 
Reluctant hand, and led' her into anothet 
i*ooih, and by blending lArea^^ with per - 
masiveofrguments^'&Mttred herself with 
the boper this young bardened sinner 
would be induced lo own the fault she 
had conMtikted; instead of which, she 
UndieHMiledly protested th^ the setssam 
liad been given toiler by a^ear relation* 
The assurance of mamib^ ^tt-Uli whi^lr 



8lie persisted in this fidsbood^ at length 
induced Mrs. Rockiiigfasiq to imagine 
the school- mistress might have beea 
mistaken ; and fixing a stedfast eye 
upon the little culprit^ she said, " Welf, 
Patty, I will venture to hope that you 
have been unjustly accmed v for I 
should be deeply shocke4 at the disco« 
very, that you had, with such undaunt'^ 
ed effrontery^ supported an untmthi 
for recollect, child, that though you 
may impose upon me by these asser* 
Hons, you cannot deceive t))e Great 
inspector of tht htemian heart, whoai^e 
knows whether you have augmented 
the crime of thieving, by the stilt 
greater sin of persevering in ^ pa)pal^)e 
untruth You cannot have fbrgoitea 
4be}udgiDeiit which the Almighty iiii- 
iiictecl upM Aanantai? and Saphira } 
ea^h of whom were struck dtfi 
wh9st maintainiiig a falshood ; md 
yea may expect to feel the ismt 



lUDe mSTOBY.OP THE. BOCXlKGItilMS. 

mark of jojor; Creator's ang^r if yoa 

impiously per&evere in denying the 

trath." 
^^ Struck dead, ma^amT said the 

trembling Patty Pennington> in a voice 

almost paralysed by fear. ** Yes, struck 

dead upon the ^ppt, as a warning to all 

those who venture to deviate from the 

sacred Ibie of trutk'^^ xepWtA, her kind 

admonisher in an emphatic tone. The 

paleness of death suddenly overshadaw-^ 

ed the hitherto hardened young sinner's 

countenance, and staggering towards a 

chair,, she faintly articulated, ^^ OA, 

Cod forgive me /" and before Mrs^ 

Eockingbam could reach her, she fell 

ap/^arieM^/y lifekss upon the floors A 

shriek from Mrs. Rockingham alarmed 

the party assembled in the adjoining 

room — ^tbe door was suddenly thrown 

j:)peo, when^ as the children entered, 

Ahcir benefactress exclaimed^ ^' Behold 

ihc judgmem of your Great Cregtqr !'* 
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pointing to the Apparently lifeless* Aitfy^ 
^^ there** continued she, ^' is a proof of 
Divine vengeance, for a dsunngperse^ 
verance in falsehood I but, my good 
friends/* turning to the mistresses who 
stood petrified with horror, *^ let us 
use our utmost endeavours to restore 
this ill-fated girl ; for this death-like ap- 
pearance may have been occasioned by 
the touching strings of conscience, and 
^he may live to repent.** 

The lace of the stays was instantly 
^ut, volatiles administered, and every 
thing done to reanimate the form of 
ihis unhappy girl ; and a neighbouring 
surgeon sent for, who immediately 
opened a vein. Nothwistanding all 
this care add attention^ near twenty 
minutes elapsed before the slightest 
symptom of life could be perceived ; 
when td the joy of those who surround- 
ed' her^ the at length penitent girl, 
opened: her eyes^ Itnd bdrsting into: a. 



**, 
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flood of -tears, caagfat the hand of her 
bene&iotretl, exclaiaiifig, ^^ Ob, dear, 
dear madanii pray to God to spare my 

lifor 

. ** Compose yofuirself, my poor girl/' 
npUed the humane Mrs. Rockingham, 
^^ we wHl a?/ implore the Almighty ta 
pardon yoiir crime ; and recolle^t^ 
Fatty, that our blessed Redeemer has 
told us, there fs mpre joy in Heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nineJMi frersons*^ 

^ Ido repent t Ida repent /" said the 
enfeebled Fatty Fennington, ^^ Ikrt dare 
J hope, mJEidam, that yon wi)i forgive 
Tpay crime f^^ ** Prove your repentance 
eincfre bj your /$iiure conduci^ and the 
transactions ^of ibis day shall tiiever be 
named;*' replied Mrs. Rbtkinghaf^r 
kindly ptestmg her hand, ^nd leading 
her to the mistresses bed, whiok had 
beciB previously ^^mkcd for her recef^ 
licm, sq|d wbore the iqedicine, whicb 
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the Surgeon ^ad administered^ soM 
threir her into a composed sleep/ 

Though this awful incident threw a 
gloom over all theyoang party ^ yet after 
Mr. Rockingham had expatiatied upon 
the wickedness of Patty*8 conduct, and 
implored them to let it be a toatning ta 
tach^ he desired bis son and daugbtera 
to display the contents of their baskets^ 
which with paternal kindness be dis- 
tributedy according to the different 
claimer's deserts; the remainder of the 
day was spent in innocent cheerfulness, 
though the adventure of the morning 
could not be easily forgotten. 

About twp o'clock Piaitty awoke from 
a quiet slumber refreshed ; yet still 
weak and languid ; for her sudden in- 
disposition bad been produced by the 
sting^ of a reproving conscience ; and 
the dread of an vHA-steing Go(Ps punish^ 
inenti though she had fi^guently read 
that part of scripture which her bene^ 
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:£ictresd had appHcably brought to her 
remembFance, yet it had not made any 
impressibri upon fa^er mind ; but when 
pecalled to her reooUection by Mrs. 
Rookinghami she shuddered at the idea. 
of sharing Saphira*s fate ; and over- 
come by Gonfiicting emotions, fell 
senseless at her feet. Her penitence^ 
however, was sincere ; and she was 
truly grateful to that Being, in whose 
hands life and death are placed, for 
prolonging her existence; and reso- 
lutely determined to lead a new life. 

In less than four months after 
George's departure, a. large packet of 
letters arrived ; those addressed to * the 
amiable, authors of his existence were 
filled with grateful expressions of re^ 
spect and esteem, and with positive as- 
surances of never being guilty of an 
action which .could ^disgrace their ua- 
tarnished name. ; Mr. OrlofTs parental: 
care and kjndiiess he represented a9- 
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exceeding the^ power of description; 
and as proof that be had liberally sup- 
plied his pocket, be sent bis mother 
one of the finest bear's skins the co^n» 
try could produce, to make her a tippet 
and a mufF- — to his father two pieces 
of Russian leather— and to his sisters 
each the skin of an ermin-*— to Henry a 
fur cap, similar, to those worn by the 
inhabitants of the country, with a pair 
of sandals or shoes used forskaiting. 

Each present was accompanied with 
separate -epistle ; but as that to Henry 
and Matilda may be the most interest- 
ing to my young readers, I shall for 
their amusement transcribe them^ find- 
ing they contain some interesting 
anecdotes. ^ 

•' To Master Henr^ Rockingham. 

•* With pleasure, my dear brother, 
do I embrace the opportunity of ad-* 
dressing youj through ahe medium, of 
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Captain Brittle, who has lindly offered 
fo take the charge of my packet. Ah, 

4 

Henry ! how often have I murmured 
at the expense my fiither put himself 
to, in having the charity children taught 
Writing ; little then knowing the grati- 
fication he was affording them, by 
their being ab}e to communicate their 
thouglits to theilr absent friends ; but I 
new sensibly feel the obligations he 
conferred upon them, and the impro* 
priety of my own conduct. 

** We must be separated from sucR 
connections, Henry, to know the true 
value of their regard, and though wheil 
Mr. Orloff made theofFer of taking mi 
with himi *I feltdtltgfited it the idekctf 
being, 9S I thought, my own master, I 
soon felt the want of a mother's tea- 
derness, and near and dear rclalions 
to share iM my thmigbts. Mr. Ortoff 
has supplied the place of a father to me, 
•ad doubtless is very idnd; yet, my 
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dear brother^ no friends can feel for ui 
that interesting solicitude, to wkich we 
have been accustomed ; but do not 
suppose, my dear Henry, I am dissatis- 
fied with Mr. OrlofF^s conduct^ for I 
fihould be tingrateful if I was ; I only ' 
mean to impress you with an idea^ that 
childrto must never ex{)ect to receive 
that fond that kind attention^ which 
they meet with at home. 

** Duke tkmum r Oh, how swec* is 
the recollection of it ! Iw, I am cer- 
tain, feel' the force bf the expression \ 
i&y belbved fhthto" used to stiy, I shouU 
at 4 future period, fully comprehend 
it, (hbtiiigh I fchet) paid too littler attend 
tioii tb' it. Hetary, we ate happy brings, 
in possessing' the best parents Sn th^ 
woi^ld.! yet, unfortunately, I did JWt 
know their value-^and this refleetioii 
often gives a deep pjlng to- my heart; 
but it shall be my study to render my^ 
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self lyqrthy. of their affection, and never 
commit an action, thart can disj^race the 
name I bear. 

/« My father of course inforiped you- 
he saw our ship under, sail; but never 
shall I forget the sensationXaxperienoed 
when straining my eyes, by; looking 
through the telescope, . his respected 
form was no longer discerned ; and 
being ashamed of displaying what I 
feared might be iermtd boyish weaine^s, 
I. thrqw myself into my bammock and 
watered it.wkb my tears*. A sickness 
beyond, any thing you can imagine, 
soon succeeded, in short I fancied my- 
self m a dying state; how did 1 then 
miss the tender solicitude of my beloved 
xnpther !-^and how often wish myself 
under her roof again !— three long^long 
days did I remain in that situation^ 
when Mr. Orloff. ordered me to be 
csurried upon deckj^ tlie »a :b^ee2^ and 



fresh air acted bs a charm upon me^ 
I during the remainder of the vcfyage I 
wis perfectly free from sickness. 

" And how, my dearest brother, you 
will expect me to give you some accoutit 
of the country which I now inhabit, or 
rather of the people ; for with the for^ 
mer, by reading, I know you are ac- 
quainted. The public department which 
Mr. Orloff fills, compels him to make 
frequent excursions into the country, as 
he is what is termed Inspector General^ 
atid wehad n6t beeh three days inPeters- 
burgh when we quitted it upon one o 
these excursions, which will accoimt for 
ihy not writing immediately upon my ar- 
rival. Hospitality i^ d virtue (if I may so 
term it)universally adopted in this coun« 
try, for instead of Stopping at different 
inns, daring our journey, we uaceri- 
moniously halted at gen tlemen*s bouses^ 
some of whom* wer6 personally unknown 
to Mr. OrlofFjiyet we were treated with 



lift HISTORY or THfe ftOCKIN«HAllS. 

as miicb cordialitv, a^ if we had beeil 
their most tutimate friends. 

^^ I remember my dear father frequent- 
ly has condemned me for not treating 
my inferiors with that condescension of 
nmhners due to a fellow-creature ; but 
how would bis indignation be roused 
against the Russiiin gentry^ pould he 
ni'itne^s the imperioi^s manner in which 
they address those of more humble bird]. 
W^ms^y, my dear Henry, condemn the 
inhiJAiao |)rpKQ^tiee;of trafficking fpr. pur 
fellQVirHQreatuJ-e^^ but a genilemap ^bo 
redded many ye4rs in the West tndiev 
assured me^ the slaves enjoyed many 
comforts unknown to the Byssian pea* 
santry ; in short, it is^ ioipQSsible for an 
Englishman to fona an ide^ of the ab- 
ject state of servility to which the pea-> 
9aatry of this country ^re reduced* 

^^ The pomp and ^plepdour .^f the 
I)^h4rpr4<^|Ba)^ejthe contrast >f^weea 
thcsf : poojT CFGatures and tb^selyes 
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the more strikiog; You know^ my 
dear brother, wc were both as^onUbed 
at the. style in which the Marquis of 

— '. lived ; but I assure you, on my 

honour, it is no more to be compared 
to that of the Russian nobility, than my 
father *s establi bmeut is to that of the 
Marcjuis tQ vdnom I have just alluded, 
l^r. OrlofF^s house ior exampk, nMght 
in Efiigland be tefmedaj^fiAzceio point 
di nufgn^kence ; it stands upon the. 
banks of the Nev«, whicb runs through 
^\^ wenderfiU meirop^Us^'^^ the term 
wonderfiU'f I da uat mem joft to fimcy 
tbat it was nused by#a|!Jc; though^ 
diat sa froe a city ^kfiM tew -been 
formed witbiu so -iibort e penodj is a 
cireuiMtatlce wkicbt I *m toldi is un- 
parralleled in the page of history; and 
fully proves the capability of its royal 
founder; for little more than a century 
biiick^ itwas a mere morass^ oceupted 
by a few fishermen^s huts, Yetm this 
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modern and beautiful seat of Empire^ 
there is a defect which must instantly 
strike the eye of every stranger ; for a 
wooden hovel will raise its head amidst 
a pile of elegant buildings, which as I 
before observed have the appearance of 
palaces* That the memory of the noble 
founder of this city js held in the high- 
est veneration, Mr. Cox, and all other 
historians, have already informed you> 
and so anxious was I to see the statue* 
of this potenfr monarch, that though fa- 
tigued by travelling, I requested one of 
Mr. OrlofF*s servants to conduct me to 
the spot, and though I am too young 
to be a judge of style or proportion, I 
think it a master-peice of art. 

^* In the Cathedral of St. Peter*s arc 



* Ab eqacstrian statue of Peter the Great, of a 
ColoMal size, ia Bronze, tb6 pedestal of which is a 
lar^ rock* was erected bj Catharine II. la the year 
VtBig in , coippttBieflt to - the memory of Peter the 
GrttLU 
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deposited the bodies >df the ^estir- 
number cf the suecetssite moirarohsy 
who ruled over thfe edtteilsivc) ^ empire ;^ 
bat I approacbfed the' Spot which: can*' 
tained tbe ashes of the iikiHriom Peiety 
with • sensations^ rt iwodlA be dif&euk 
to describe; and it ^fiui)^ tK>t be undo;- 
tertaifaing to you^ mjr dear Henff^. 
to peruke a few 'of" tbeaneddotes wMch 
I ba^^ heard recorddd \of this' gfeat 
prince.- > '"-''> *^*' .'*•• • '■''••' ^r; :•■ 

** 1 anft^told that rfie^educatiottctflhw' 
celebtkted sovereign,' bad beeti ' s^j 
miioh^^ticiglect^d ;' which ^ac<k>unts fer 
tfelt'undbe domuiion wi^b hesomiie^; 
timisft '^s^ffdred hfe ^{$assibfts to- obiaiiit 
overhfao, « yet tfaat^ he studii^d the i^'tlh-^ 
fare^aiMB iiubjectd, bej'ond that of atty - 
other monarchy, does . noi ^ admit of a 
doubt. , .jThe Rui^siai^is, Vintil he came 
to. the l^ronewereiiotaJl)^: unacquainted ; 
\s^th niatittmc afRlfS; atid think rty* 
dear Henry how it must liave endear- 

o 
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ed»n-Gmpiroiif>tQ those bv^ ^hdm he^ 
wai destined to gotern^ to know that 
be submitted to the miost inenidlio£ce9 
tomQTt^t the gpeAtnjess of his domi-*. 
DiOQS^ and th6. advantages of com- 
Ttktot* l& likewise engaged artists 
andmeohaniea (rom the different ix>un* 
trM9t through which, he traveltedr iO- 
ciOffte andi settle in his dominipq&i m 
shorty hij9 reign :.ntjght bo termed the 
augustine one^ for talents and abilities 
weife certain of receiving re wai'(L Qb ! 
bow I wish tha^t gur respept^d father, 
bad but beeiv known tp thi» illu^tirious 
prince ; fbr the mpre I s^o^ the world 
tbe more confirmed ,am I. »q the opi** 
nicMfi^ ihvX.greatne$s 3.nd goodnm "Wtm 
scarcely eyer ao completely comhtsiedL 

^ It Is a wen known fact, thtft ttie ilfustrioiisPetefjiuring 
bb^tetldenoe in Silglind' and ItoUandi' ak^Mf WollMd Its 
the 4ock-jrar44 } tlfcowing aii<i4 Ch^ cpleBdiftir attached .t» 
royialty, and only aDpearing in the capfidt^ of ^ private 
ge&demati, * i j -;•.*.. .: - . : '* 
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^^ Peter did not confine his travels to 
Bligland and Hdlaiid ; and I was told 
by the son of a gentlemaii^rho accom* 
paniod him \vi the tour^ that as they 
ivere passing through a Tillage a few 
miles di$taot from Paris, the Czar was 
struck by the stiperior neatness and or* 
dei^ displayed in some groaikb attached 
to a small cot ; and stopping his car- 
riage^ be inquired of a peasant to whom 
this little garden of Eden belonged P 
** To the vicar of our p&rlsh. One of the 
best men that ever drew breath/* re- 
plied the countryman. The Emperor 
instantly slighted, and apologizing for 
his intrusion, entered into conversa* 
tion with thC' priest; from which he 
learned that the stipend was too small 
to support a flfumerous family, but that 
by thi ^tAtivation of a few acres^ and 
tfae produce of ^tlk-wonns^ he was en- 
abled to afibtdi 4hem the comforts of 
life. ^^ Do tiot' these occupations in* 

62 
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terfere with yoxir religious duties ?*' in - 
quired the monirch; Mf they did,* 
replied the ;vicar, '^ my children must 
share , my poverty ^ for I .consider the 
dutde^ of religion prior, to those of any 
otl^er; md wwld.fnot neglect the 
&]igbi;96t f>art of tbem^ to obtain a dia^ 
dem; however Sif^ as God has .blest 
me with ^ good constitution^ lam happy 
in being able to procure my wife and 
cAtMren [the. comforts of existence by 
the lajboui of my hands.' 

*' The Czar was so struck, by the reli- 
gious and mfignanimous sentiments of 
ihe amiable pastor ; .that h^ disclosed 
his hitherto concealed con^eqitmce^' and 
made the priest such an alluiiiig ofier 
as induced him to settle in bis domi** 
jiions^ trusting that thQ;6XAinp)e cif this 
amiable vicar, woi|}d indui;^ Muf clergy 
of his ,own persuasion, , to ^dopt the 
same praise* worthy method. ... 

'^ The Emperor at a V33t expense had 



V- 



HISTORY OF THC ROCKtNOHAMS* 125 

made some public gardens for the gra* 
tification of his subjects ; but entering 
them a short time after their comple* 
tion, he was astonished at beholding 
them deserted ; and inquiring of the 
centinela the reason of it, was informed 
that by the command of their qfficeriy 
they had prevented the people from en- 
tfering. ^.What blockheads !' ex- 
claimed the angry Emperor; ^ did 
they suppose I incurred such a vast ex- 
pense for a mere selfish gratification 9 
I formed those gardens for the pleasure 
-of seeing my subjects enjoy themselves; 
ahd your officers it 'seems^ would rob 
me of the heart-felt deliffht. Let the 
gate^ be instantly thrown open ; and 
remeriiber,' <be only ^TSty required of 
•yott, is td keep order and pealrs^/ 

"There are many traits in the con» 
diict of' this monarch which reminds 
me of my father ; kt Peter, like kim, 
had ah avtif^ri to ' every spccJes x>f 

g3 
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pomp and state* ' Footmen and hire* 
lings/ he used to observe, *^.are not 
only ^/ue^ upon oi(r words and actions^ 
but unfortua^iately they embellitky <2e- 
tract fromy' or vmconstrue^ what we 
pay ;'' and except when dinipg^ in pub* 
lie, he was only .attended by twoyouhg 
pages* * 

<^ I have not yet boeo presented to 
the present Sovereigns, though I. have 
seen thf^m tv^ice, for their Majesties, 
instead of wishing to conceal their 
royal persons^ take frequent opportuni- 
ties of exposing them to the public^ and 
on certain day^..they mak^ ^ point of 
gratifying the ciariosity and wishes of 
their subjects by permitting them to see 
them dine. Last Monday^ (thq second 
of December) one of these public ex- 
hibitions took pU)ce ; i^t was^ my dear 
Henry, what is termed the feast of the 
Ismail of Guards^ ^nd as the }ate Em** 
press made a point of s]|;)qwing tJ^is 
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ginient' parUcuIar marks of distinctioD, 
her successor continued the saipe flat«- 
tering' bebavioari As Mr. Orloft^ wa$ 
intimately aicq<iainted with most of the 
ofiioers gf state^ I bad^no difBculty in 
obtaiuiiig admission to a sight which 
had not only novelty to recommend it^ 
but one which was truly gratifying to 
the mind, for though the Emperor and 
Empress appeared with all the pomp 
ef royalty 5 l^y the condescending sweet* 
ness^bf their manners^ they seemed to 
make erery person feel perfectly at 
ease. 

^^ The laie Empress^ I find^ always 
sat at the same table with the officers^ 
but the present Emperor and his royal 
consort^ dined at a separate board {the 
officers^ previous td dinner^ wet'e in^ 
iroduoed to theni according to their 
respective .rank ; and after that cere* 
mony^ one of the lords in waititig en« 
terrtd with an immeiisis salver filled with 

G 4 



JL.28 HISTO&Y OF THB£OCKINGHAM.S« 

.wine-^the Emperor took a gla^s, drank 
to the glory of the Russian Empire^ and 
then presented one to each officerj^.they 
received it from his hands with profound 
niarks of respect^ and bumilit} , ^4shing 
long Jijfe.and every other earthly blessing 
to the royal pair*- 

.: '^ The. Empbror and Empress then 
quitted then tfa^ grand salodn/ and re^. 
tired toil magnificent apartment in the 
same manner in Nvbich they hajdenter* 
ed^ which was, .through a line of nobt* 
lity^rach: of fvbbmthey graciously sa- 
luted as they passed. Were I to atteiof t 
rfe^C^ibiffg.lhl magnificent' drwsies'* of 
the>Bfts6iiii» i^bilityi:.! am. f»cxisqaded/ 
iny deftr ibrotbef jwi^il^. fancy, I? bed 
borrpt^'^ :my Td^^ripticjp from some 
fairy. tak ;, for ^ven: tbie: gmfletfifin .gro 
pcjrfpctiy - be^iingkdi- Yf%h dfam»n(b, 
and as^tQ^he /a(//M5:.tbe)^ appeared like 
so »many glittferjtjg; stars. Yet I^am 

aw^Q tbat I otight to h^yt deCerr/94 ^i& 
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description^ until I Hcgah'xny letter to 
Matilda^ biit knowing yourpartiality ta 
the military, I could not resist the in- 
cKnatioh I felt to make you acquainted 
with the-cofriplimenf their majesties pay 
to tfee htniSi ofGaatds. ' . 

** Of the intense coldness of the' at- 
mospbere, I dan give ycto^but a faint 
desdriptiorf j yet you wiH think it para- 
doxical ^lien I tell you I arti noi¥ writ* 
itig wxtfi'my i^aistcoat unbuttoned ; for 
never wafe the intenseucss of a climate 
so comjiletely counteracted as it is, by* 
♦Be ' coUtrWances of ilie RussiaM. 
Though «re never aee ?l fire^ yet the* 
Mooms Bite itiimtefy ivariMknhan those' 
of England ; ineya^^e heated by 4taves, 
or ratbSf by 'ovetis than have pipes, whicH 
run- horizdfttaHy 'afong tb.e-'walls — ta 
every roorrvthere 4re ddiible idoors, and 
double sashes t^ the wUidovrs, to pre- 
vent all admission <^f air; and wbetft 
exposed to the incl^iMnc^ of tbe wea% 

g5 
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tfcer, wery pfipwaf fr^lo qan afford it, 
is actually eorvelopefl ifi bear ski&s, fur 
capS) yrbieb- draw; over ; the ears, fisr 
pejis^$>, ai^d fiM- boots, cQmfqrtt^y ex^ 

ciltt^e tbecoW.j yet I. ycst^r4ay d?ne4 
ivith a gentlemaQ wbp, in s^tcf ^f t)^se 
ppfK^autiQ^s^.bad lost part, of ri)i| nose. 
Poor laan^tih^ bad been; partaking a 
favorite . 9nd ; fa$bionable aufiuisf^nicnt^ 
whiob^ knowing yc^x fo^^^iess for 
skaitcitKgft I am i^upe yoa^ jcny ^ear bi^p** 
tber,, tro^td enjoy ; for thougb it niajF 
w$ii^$trange ta j^^y^ that im>unta'ms of 
ipe are r^is^ upon a sorfaee of water, 
yet tp gKdctdcwa the» with volocity is 
the AxnimAffimt to vfMth I aHude* A| 
^oQn/asihn.Nevor a^d Volgf are comv^ 
pletely frajre» oyePi the boprs, or rather 
%h^ pefiMnt¥jfi are bj^sily '^ employed, in 
collecting iHf)Yn^ci^e'i}.aan titles of snow^. 
which pqngealii)^ as. ;it i^ deipo^itedUn 
^r^ge; niass^^ form, mountains .of sn^w 5^ 
a»d tc>glid9 ^owa tbedC j^mine&^es Uh 
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filed^efiy constnioted for tb^ pnrpote^ 
^ a Torf ftshioiud^le amusement at tbi^ 
tune 6i the year. But I hare, digreascd 
Afonttbe 9ab)e(it id mj poor noieless ao* 
pudntaw^^ viho^ deUghted with the 
wauscmedt, was insensiUe of the cold^. 
ji^titH dQi&hig to the end o£ his journey 
]x^ was tnCiteatedt by some person who 
ptnrceiiied the effect^ to rujbi his face 
vrith snow:; but tmrnindful^of their ad«- 
mtf/aiid terrififid at b» awn aituk^tioa, 
h»: tin tdwtrds one of the peasant's 
kuta» ^munding.h9t:to{aier^ with which, 
ke; begin bathingp the affected part, and 
^ad not bis fiienda interfered, and pre<^ 
wtitcd the continuaace of this danger^ 
cwb regimen^ io all prohabiJity he would 
hay^e tost his lifeuc 

^^ Mi!i Odoffi ^lima^ng obaetvations. 
iipon this gemlbtnan's misf^rtuoe^ . zt^ 
mmdedi me of tho^^ i^ercifiiir di$pensae 
tions of Providence ; "For,", Said hQ 
f^' to. jnake use of the words of a cele?^ 



i^ AISTORTOV TK£.aOCKlN6HAHS;r 

d6ie' biy both before' ds.' Fontboug^ 
>tli& severity of thexlime will-bHng^ml 
firvDiitification, an tmiiiediate application 
of: skdm virrll stop its progress* Y>OQ 
woidd Ve ^ noc less astonished/ my deaf 
Henry, thian I was at the sigbt of a 
Rusaian market, where 4:aives, skeep^ 
hogs, atid poultry > of ereryidebccijptiony 
are pilisd: up^/in large heaps ^ ^ The 
poultry are vgertecaUy killed - the/^ l^ler 
end of Octcbc)r^ atrd iinmediatnly put 
tbto large tuba, ^kliTa la3»cr bf snoi^ 
placed between ttieij)^ ' and io this 
tnanner tHey arc; ^preserved fot man^^ 
{ftontfas. Both the ' meat and^ poaltry 
are as callous asr marble ; butby tirrowt 
ing tbem into cold water,- they gr3i^ 
d««tily tbaw ; they adopt the'sarrie me- 
thod with their vegetables, sind all are 
as goQd fiavouft^' afs atiy le^er ate 'iti 
Brigfaiid/'r*!'/^^ •* ; •- •- • :' --^ '^ ^ '-'^^ 

• II-' -_ r '■' nif ^" .1 J J- ■ » ■ . ■ .t ^ ■■ . .^ ^ .- .. ^^ 

* Cato*s Soliloquy. 
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^ iWhnt an . eiuMinottS. letter bftve { 
written to yoa> my dear iHeory \ yet I 
flatter ^myself you'wi)liSQ)|(>w my e«* 
ample, for ^ the mo^t tnlJAPg incid^at 
wiU be.iQierestiiig mth^. I^ifrt of ,. , 

• • • a f . 

Your affecttonatcbrothcr, 
' . George Uoctingham.*' 



♦ r 



« /. 



'' To Miss Boclingham* 

^f. With vihzi beartieU .ple^fipre I 
address; ,mY dear Matilda, coBvioced 
4hat sbe will feel aa equal ^atifieatioD^ 
ioxiy as I have^ja^t told Henry, we muai 
be separated, from our r relations, Xq 
learn, fiqyr dear they , are to o\kr hearts^ 
. . **;i think; of you contjinually, my 
dear jV^tild^^ and indulge the hope that 
you feelTpy Jos^s ; yet njy father I Vvxpyf 
would ;90Bdeipa m^ for harbouring wh^t 
he. would term a selfish tjionsht :.si\\\ 
^Ufcly there Js somptb/i^^. Ratifying in 
th^ idea of our absepc;^, being lamented 



\by 4fh€>M M t4i9^y afid I am^ecrtain: no 
^r6tber ' efer JovecL a ^ter \riidi more 
tendi^liess iJittih^'l dc^ lay dtar Matilda^ 
I never pikrtftberoFllny attitsdmeat thi^ 
I think v^mVi ^i^^W j^foo^i:^ wkh^ 
outwifhiq^^^oif ab^jred it; ^ 9^nd when I 
lee Mc. prloff's nephew and aiece 
walking arm^ in arm together^ how ^n^ 
cerely do I wish you were hanging np-*- 
©n rntne^ 

^ "'Alesfciatodrine OrloflF' is aboo^ ybui^ 
kge; ' 'Matilda^ aAd ^ appears lia be very 
amiabie, yifcfe there h ^ dignity in het 
inahners which I db jniot thml: ttif 
iiiother would 'altogether* appr^re. E 
have heard it terined pride, but her be* 
iiaviour to file his always been affable ; 
though she is very fond df talking o5 
her ancestors ;; and she dbUbtteis treats- 
those beneath KeVy with an air of w&e- 
riority that would hy no Aveags renden^ 
her beloyed iiT'Etigland.. Bui; different 
countries you kriow^ my dear Matilda^. 



adopt dif!ereiit^a{i'Qer3 ; ' md It aeema 
95 if the ^tmiac^i thought the* Wer 
order a distinct species ;. frjqqacmly bM 
my dciftr father reproved jw fojit nr^at is 
tervped an overbe^ii^iQg iop49 (^f e0i>duet 
tq tha servants^ l^thow would he bie&ir 
to see the treatm^ipt;they reei^Ue in tbia 
part of the worl4» fQf. the^ sli^teat foidt 
they are. reprehaadtd yflkh thQ utmoM 
a^v^rity^ and if r^eat^d, tbcy arAjcer* 
ttdi^ Qf> ireceiving; ^e/r^ ika$ti^m€ni i 
e^^a ladtes of ^h^ .j$rst conoisquencier 
think it no disgrace to giye^lhi^r walt-^ 
log women a ulap ijp&n tljcj&cft. Not* 
i^il;hstaA4ing these markp of irrUaUHly, 
tbie Russian ladies are atkyvved to be 
perfectly wcll-br^tfj, and iOigratitudq I 
©pght to Bientioto jtlwm fairotfrably, :faf 
I have received many prods of kindness* 
hom, them. Though they aU speak tl3# 
Bwnch language, yet tbey;are uoiver-f 
sally partial to our couotrymenr and 
their, hospitalitj;: to strangep i^i I thiokf 



IS6 HtStOKT OF TAB RbCKlfTGHANS. 

iinpr^edentid; thoogfi I- have heard it 
is ifi' a pellicular mctfmer dfsplayed 
to^be^English; '-^^^ ^ P - 
f i ^* ilidre are many Efi^ish tnerchants 
«ettl^'|ii<R^w4bfa¥g!y, from scVeVS'of 

WbttbfJt'hWe fefe^?*«A mvitatibm:' hif 

» 

cbbsequeb^e 2 6f M¥'P • Jobrison Tiarlrfg 
i^fornf^ed llieiinf 't^l^ due'' son of one of 
Md ftidst intv^flft^ fiHeftda? 1 As 1 baVef 
^ p«rri«^IaFlymeni!b^eidlH^tgratleib^^ 
D^ttt^^ift^my tetttfrto tifiy dear^thfe/i^q? 
shalt^not fepB^ tfee '<dtiUrtes I'llkv^^WI-' 
cfci*efd:wly(fti. ' *-^' -•'--- '^ ^ ' '\ "•:ia: 
- ^^ Ju^^WB J bW* <irfnc!uded th^J'li* 
sentMFceyj kri ^ Johfiton entered i«y 
room j and trvtermed tifie he had ohiair^^ 
ed M#l Qrtofi^s leave for me to acn 
eohipVny i^tmself >Y){d family m a Uttle 
tour. > 4 Vas delighted, as 'you may 
lm^gft)^> ai'ttris intplUg^hce^^andi^fini^ 
med4ate]y 4ifteii « bi^^akfaHt; o«f tti^; fol- 
lowing t»>oPnmg,' M^etit ib my friend's 
boui^ y dttr ptfrty consisted of Mr. ami 
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Mrs. Johnson^ their eldest son, and % 
only daughter^ a nice girl, about thir* 
teen. . The carriage nught almost be 
termed aii apartment, as it allowed us 
either to recline or sit in an erect pos-* 
ture at our ease ; it was lined with fur ; 
fastefted [ upon a sledge constructed for 
the puipbse, and alternately dra^n by 
horses ^nd rein^deer ; ,as in elevated dr 
decli cung roads tht latter »re more aafb 
fitted fthan the former, and fly with ft 
rapidity thai is . inconceivable. • In the 
tour I had previously :nmde with Mri 
Orloffj our business was so urgent, tbak 
no tiRle/wiis flfUowed us:toinake?retnarks 
upon bhe /lower. order jof people;; bijt 
Mr. Jobnfon desii!Q\is.of givijig melfea 
oppor^iM^ity of sfcirjgicthe ^^to^ni and 
mapa^s^of diftcropt coufltries, kindly 
stopped a^V^^yalof tJia,peas^ats.Aft^^^ 
BoHSBs, roy*ri«ariVI^rt^9,;}K9ulj4 beaa 
ijnproper term to makpfu^^f } for tl^y 
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are. farmed oflpolesof surprising leoglli^ 
which. are cg^t^d over with mild s in 
the centre i& a iK;)le> . as a 6ul>stitute for 
a chimney, out of whidn issues the 
smqab^ Long ibenchcs Were arranged 
round th6 comfortless habitation, oa 
whieh the lamily repose; basiMtad^ 
ynft, childrbn^ pigs, and' poultry ; yet 
the former nbt appearing to feel the 
mznt of comfort. When the carriage 
itopped hiiort the abode of the humble 
iiibabitan4:s of these wretched hovel^ 
the m»9ter or mistms of them instantly 
isade theiv appearance^ and betiding 
^tr bodtM to the ground, it> toiren of 
tiielr vaasalage and' humility, f^es^^eu 
fully enquired what were our coms- 
mUfUds^ Mr; Johnson^ who speaks the 
teenage wiih fluency^ made some tri- 
vial eacuse for the indiilgence df our 
etfriosity, ahdupori taking leave, always 
presented our host or hostess eitbcB 
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wUh ^potiin or a ruhleJ^ On the 
second (|ay of our excursion^ our aN 
tent ion was attracted by a numeroaa 
crowd of people^ who were a^sf^mbled 
before ona of the huts I have de« 
S9ribe<^i ^he ej^terpal' appearance of it 
however^ was of larger' dimem^ns than 
usuaVi and the. little piece of ground 
attached to it -was xeaiaiicably neat« 
JMr. Johnson enquirefd: for what reason 
the people had assombltidt. and was in^ 
formed that the owners. of the humUe 
dwdling b94 recently lost rtheir tiniy 
son, at^dthM the body ^^as goin^to be 
carried; near two iniles <Katant!tabe 
interred. Mi^. Johnson proposed our 
Alighting^ which waa agreed to by the 
;party ; when we entesed a room divided 
from: the general habitation^ in.ivhidk 
the body of a yooth^^ahnut'sisUMii^ Lay 



; .- X 



TiVQ Hussian coios, tbe former worttt 2f . 3d. vid 
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expoficd. The unfortunate young roan ^ 
qr.bo^e death had been occasion by ac- 
ddMti was dressed in his best appareF^ 
and the priest was in the habit of sprink- 
]iiig hini with holy ''^ater to purify hiK 
AviMi During this solemn rite, a perfect 
Bticnce fH^vailed amongst the party ; 
ikvhich was soinetimes awfully inte^fupt-^ 

IMi by the sobs and grodns of his discon-* 

I' 
^ ,. , but .as soon as the 

fnieiit hid fulfiUbd his office, the whole 

fikrty burert out into the most vi6tent 

e^pn'ewion 6f so^row^ft the saule t^me 

giving ! way 10' t^^ilost i^irarordinary 

gesMilationa ; such as striking tlSe\r 

forehiead^ tearinj? their ibait^^ and6dbb^V)g 

upon «ach other breasts. We fallowed 

the nielanchaly trdifn' to rtfae place of 

buudal^cjaa Mn JofcifMon bdd- ifeveV 

witnessed i<a - eet^mbny 'i of the * kind. 

Wbep we arriyed. there, the priesttook 

out a ticket;^ signed by the bishop, ,andi 

placed it between the deceased's thumb 
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and fiiag^y which ( found was a ]^a8d« 
port' it^r hi r^ to, the mansions of the 
blessed^ Thongh the violent grtcf of 
the flionrnef s . was ' striking • it was^ hot 
o^ctin^^ but the unfeigned ^sorrow of 
the father and mother touched me to 
ilx. hbart ; , and the yotifth it seems was 
truly ^I worthy ' oftheir' lamentation^ ibr 
byi/hi^ merit be 4)ad aifequired th6 good 
opinion of bis'^m^ster;- who for some 
act of ji^deUiy^ a fe^ -months before 4iis 
dissolution^ luid made him a present of 
aa hundred rubles!^ ^kh' i*hich he '^acf 
purdiased a li«ili piece of ground con- 
tiguous to bis^fatbei-s cottage/ and ad- 
ded to it a'^ecdiidtrftom, bought them 
a{)ig,. .and sdnie-potiUry, and \p short, 

« ■ t ' •IT J 

devoted tht^^ rewix^ of his faithfulness 
tka their cc^f^rin^ • . i.' .: 

*^ That such a son must have been an 
irrepacable loss, is cei^m ; and when I 
Ksteiied tp' the account bj^ t%is ianii^blii 
you9g m&u*» eMUduet^ I ^cchUd not lielp 
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i^ that for Mv^cal.yeara^ itostead of 
OR(hpa;raui»wg tcrpr6inoteih6 ha{i{ui}ess 
of ifVfi^ Indul^^At pareots^ 1 gsm^tm 
CQn^tant anxiety and uneasinjesa^ I 
HQW^ my dear Matilda^ not only see, 
huijfefithe ipiHroprieCy 6f mycondttct $ 
or I might have said ^rtf^ % youkobw 
ve bothr fancied that Heiiry and Lauisa 
VQre^vori/(9if,4i|id ioatead of trying to 
fin^^Sff ^^^ father a<|d jodotheir^s affec^ 
tipQ^ in many kistaa^s^ iviere guilty of 
aiption$ that ^e/ ]piK>w must pain their 
susceptible h^rts. J am now truly 
sensible of my misc^ndw^t^ and I doubt 
^oti my dear sistisr^ b)it you feel wc^ 
both have erTed*^ ypu hav9 a|i c^portur 
nity of regaining their g^42 $pmmi9 
but I^ alas ! cannot tjyoy ihat gratis 
ficatioOf 

;^ ^^ You will, I trost^ pardod'thia di« 
grass^ip^, a^dralloi^ it not tohatf^Joeen 
ins^^^^l?;S, I wiU/iK>w»i^tiw«rory Wf 
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8ume the desenpttve part of my letter/ 
and inform you that BboxA tea miled 
from the spot where the funeral rite bad 
been, celebrated, we were ttnkek by die 
appearance of a simple yet elegantly 
condtructttd t houBe, and m it caught 
oor attenStiony Mr. Joknftoa informed 
tt9^ he lad iordired' the drivers: to ' de** 
viote from the general road fyr ihe ^iir^ 
pose of shbtritig fi3 the bntldiitg. 

^ In thdt abode' aaid he pointing: td 
the habitation^ vesided the brother*in<^ 
law of Feier the Oreai; whoyfrom the 
humblest station', was raised to) the tank 
ofsgentlciM% on condition that he 
never presumed to claim (fffinity to the 
greatest monarch thit ever reigned/ ' 

* Ah, papa! who would not wish td 
behandsodier exclaimed Francia^^for 
I have hcflord that Catharine the Fim, 
vfis*tkf^i:^Hy okildy and that the Caar 
fell in< lov« with bee lor hl^rbeautjf^ I 
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vrtsh nthen F^grow tip^ iomt-princi mmld 

;.'*. I am .gxics^ed: at htAting ytiu.cx- 
pfbss isudbiambitioas Jbopes,^ 'replied 
McJoHosoni ^Frahcesyiandr^k would 
hr fiak the beact i of , your ; fi^ther^ were 
you 1 to 'ascend I. a!' throne by-^Uie ^means. 
Catharine did; she was lovel^^ I do not 
doulpt^ batuh&Mrtiinately shb iwaa not 
virtuous^ for previous to. her biBcoming 
Empres&ii^ Aussia, she had lost! the 
brigfatesto^nafhent • she xxiuldjpbaiess, 
arid as/them£bQ£tbddca^Don to whom 
sbs^iiriSti united, i/rauldr: in j. my opinim 
baVe ;been eai!itled to> greater! hof^our, 
thha)she wai; as an/£miirMSu> j]l^ . for. 
thd Jmiaconduct; of.Xathariofet I allow, 
Frabcts,. maik^jjexeuaea ateto ^(Aftcfe ; 
and there are hiony traits i!nlie]?!h(ist<6ry' 
which db honor to ihdt heart; > Htt 
parents ;wf^e: poor^JaHii) (^t)€^«ntly? 
tnf^fiSid'ipiopiA s shcf wis kft-an.qN 
phan at an early period of life ; and she 
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was taken into the family of a clergy-, 
man in Lironia^ to wait upon his little 
children, when herself a mere child. 
This kind friend she lost at a moment 
when : his directing council was most 
necessju'y ; and at the age of sixteen^ 
U is saidy she married a dragoon in 
the Swedish Guards^ who was killed 
in an engagement immediately after 
If is npptials^ and by this fatal accident 
she lost her protector. A general of the 
name of Bamer, at this period saw her^ 
and struck with the superiority of her. 
charms^ induced her to forsake the 
paths of virtue, and take up her resi* 
dence near the Court. I shall not 
trespass upon your time by relating the 
<»rcumstances which gave rise to her 
introduction to the emperor ; suffice it 
to say, that previous to her marriage, 
she is known to have been mistress to 
Feter. She, however, conducted her- 
self with so much propriety, aud had 
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obtained soch cotnfplete ascmdency. 
6ver this potent sovereign's he^rt^ that 
he at length determined she should 
become the partner of bis greatnas^ 
though he bad many apparently insur-* 
mountable difficulties to ctxtiquer. Ht; 
succeeded we ^1 kn6t7^ and by this 
Unequal alliance, a Livonian peasant 
became sovereign orchis extensive em- 
pire. But let me never bear ybUyimy' 
dear gii^l, express d^idh of risirig to a 
rank so elevated, pai^ticylarly through, 
the medium that Catharine did. Beauty 
liiy d6ar child, oft6n proves dangsrous 
to its possessor; it is a magn^ that; 
attracts the licentious arid unptinc^ied, 
whilst amiable mannel^s and virtuous 
principles are at once a safeguard BXid,- 
an ornament to the female character.' 

The tone of voice and manner of 
this worthy man, so cbmpletdy re- 
minded me of my dear father, that 
when we stopped for the night, 1 could 
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not resist noting the converaation^ . sand 
wishing to give you a aketch of <!adta« 
line's History, I thought I could not 
do better shan relate it in Mr. Joh.nson'a 
wordSr 

'^ Ow little tour praved tiHiIy de- 
lightful i we were absent len ^ays; each 
evening we passed at some friends of 
Mr. Johnson, where we were sot only 
hospit|d)Iy, . but sucaptuo^sl^y ^ter* 
tained. Dancing is a favorite amuse- 
nient with the Russians, and 1 am told 
that I cut no despicable figure in the 
waltz, between ourselves I have taken 
no little pains to Icarn it, and I remem- 
ber my father used to say, every person 
might excel in whatever they took painff 
to learn. The English Country Dan- 
ces are likewise in high estimation ; 
and among my music I happened to 
find a small book of Aiem, which I 
assure you has given me great conse<» 

h2 
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quence amongst the ladies^ as they 
happened to be all new ones. 

^^ Adieu, my dearest Matilda; I 
have, you will say^ written a volume^ ' 
and I trust you will follow my example, 
for you know not the pleasure I antici* 
pate from your letters. — Offer to Miss 
Hazlemere my kind wishes^ and be- 
K6ve me 

• Your tenderly attached brother^ 

George Rockingham,** 
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CHAPTER V: 



Hdw'oft has clwrit^ been known to sate 
An helpless iufant from an early grave ! ' 
Yesy mild benevolence — thy soothing pow'r 
Has shed a radiance round the iVy'd botvV, 
Wtere grief and penitence have oft rrtir'd* 
And hope itself, had but for IAm eaptx'd ; 
And by thy magic spell, the tortnr'd breast 
Obtain'd tranqnillity, relief, and rest! 



S^W! 



As not any thing particular occurred 
in Mr. Rockingham*s family for the 
space of a few. years, I shall merely in- 
form my young readers, that during 
that period, Matilda did not take pains 
to conquer the imperfections discover- 
able during childhopd ; whilst the ami- 

H 3 
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able propensities in the brother and 
sister evidently strengthened with their 
growth ; George still remained under 
the protection of Mr. OrlofF, who in 
every letter written by that gentlenian, 
mentioned him in terms of applause. 
To the duties of office he paid the most 
unremitting attention^ and conducted 
himself in such a manner^ as to gain 
universal regard. As the natural se« 
riousness of Henry's disposition led 
him to make choice of the church, he 
remained at home under the joint 
tuition of his father and Mr. Turner. 

That want of spirit and emulation^ 
which Frederick bad evinced at an. 
early period, seemed rather to increase 
with years; and at length induced bis 
uncle ta send bim to a public school ; 
but he bad not been &ix months ^t 
WiBcbester^ when an evident altera- 
tion in bis manners appeared^ occft- 
aipoed^ qa hi$ unc^le used freijuently to 
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tell him, by the appellation he had ac- 
.qusred ; for the bays to distinguish him 
from one of their school-fellows of the 
same name^ called one the bee^ and the 
other thC' drone. 

Miss Hazlemere continued part of 
• Mrs. Rockingham's family; and her 
attachment to her dear little benefac^ 
ire^s^ as she termed Louisa, daily in- 
creased ; and she took every means of 
i^estifjmg her gratitude to that amiable 
tthttc^a i indther, by reguUurly devQtiOig 
the wfadtfi mining to the culiivatioa of 
3Uico^^ ^nund i M/ho by endeavouring 
..torjffiitaie the example of her cousiri 
ijymAa^ jvrafi uoiversalij b^^loved and 
esteemed. . The little foondltng grew 
e iine bold spirited fellow ; a play» 
thhfigy and pet^ of all the young party, 
and the darling of his nurse; under 
^hose care Mrs. Rockingham deter- 
Mined he should remain until he was 
iiive years old ; intending then to place 

H 4 
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him at a school in the neighbourhood, 
chiefly composed of tradesmen, and 
farmers* sons. 

All endeavours to trace the authors 
of* the poor little fellow's existence^ 
had hitherto proved unavailing;: yet 
several circumstances had occurred to 
strengthen Mfw Rockingham^s belief^ 
that Peggy Cartwright was his mother ; 
such, as her having contrived to form 
an acquaintance with the woman who 
nursed kim^ and frequently buyiag hi&a 
oranges^ cakes, and' sugar^himibsJ j orit 

Peggy's father^ it has beenCiX>faricnfe2^ 
was one of those austere ohmmUerdy 
-who contrive to keep all those yrhb:^^ 
connected with] them in awe; and as 
he increased in years, his temper be^- 
came so irritable, he could . scarcely 
get a servant to. come into the house* 
•Poor Peggy's life became truly misera* 
Ue ; he would not allow her tor assa?> 
ciate with any of the young woBien In 
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the neighbourhood ; and when by the 
violence of bis temper, he had drivea 
away the female domestic, she was 
compelled to do all the work. A con- 
stitution naturally delicate, was incapa- 
ble of such laborious exertions ; and 
the unfortunate young woman soon 
found herself seriously indisposed ; but 
either fearful her father would not pay 
the expense of a doctor, or life present- 
ing no: charms, . she suffered in silence, 
until it was evident her complaint was 
^ rapid decline. 

Mrs. Rockingbam bad been accus • 
tomed frequently to meet Peggy in her 
ocoasionaL visits to little William-s 
nurse, but not having seen her for a 
length of time, she asked the good 
woman, ^^ Why Peggy Cartwright dis- 
continued her call ?" " Oh, God help 
the poor thing, madam !, I quieistion if 
ever she will be able to. walk so fat 
again ; but mhtn her wicked old fath^jr 



{6es' ta mkrkdt, , I tdkea my dear chtld 
to ae6 hfer, for she X9 mortal fond of Mm, 
and ^r'hen be plays withy and Auves 
Jier^ ^e cHes over bind ready to break 
her heart/* , 

'^ Cries over kim r eicktmed Mrs. 
Rodeingham. ^^ Yea^ madam,** replied 
tb6 \roman, ^^ you can^t think how 
dearly she laves him ; and it used to be 
a little change for her to come here, 
and have a bit of chat; bai nowyoa 
see she can't walk so far, and that's 
what makes the poor thing cry/* 

As Mrs. Rockingbam pereeived the 
nurse had no suspidon of tbe entire of 
Peggy's attachment to the liltle foand-- 
ling ; she merriy s«d iftie was eoncemed 
she had not sooner been made acquaints 
ed with her indrsposttion ^ adding^ tbst 
she would inimediately walk to Farmer 
Cartwright's,- and inquire after his 
daughter's healths The pallid coaata^ 
DMGe and emaciated fofm of the wi-- 



HISTOBT OF THE BOCKINGHAMS. 155 

forluciate yoong woinan^ at once shock- 
ed and astonished Mrs, Rockinghani^ 
and a cough that seemed to threaten 
dissolucion from its violence^ gave an 
acute pang to Mrs. Rockingham's 
sasceptible heart. 

^^ You aurely hate some • advice for 
that coughy my dear ?" said Mrs. Rock- 
ingham^ tenderly taking Peggy's burn- 
ing hand.' ^ My father^, madam^ has 
ftiO'opi^ioniyf (JkxHorSy' replied) thepati^ 
'en't sttfF^rer^ and saly s^ ^* there is nothing 
to gockl fer me as air and milk y hut 
my stomach is too weak to hear the 
latter^ and ae^ to walking j I have not 
strength.^ The door at that moment 
opened^ and the unfeeling. Mr. Cart- 
wright entered with ^' Yqw sarvant, 
madam; how does the squii^ and, 
all ithe young gentlefolks? Won't 
you pleaacf to be: seated r* *< ^:^ 
JSami^ are all well^ I thank you ]!^|(, 
Cartwright ;,'* tepUed Mrs. Rptikin^ 
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ham coolly; "but I am grieved at 
seeing your daughter » extremely ill, 
and astonished at finding you have, not 
endeavoured to lessen, her sufferings ; 
that cough is rcdily dreadful ; why do 
yoti not send for Doctor D — : ?'* 

" Her cotigh is Iw^diSb to be sure," 
rejoined the selfish mdrtal ; " but then 
she is so obstinate, she won't drink 
plenty of wc«; milk; and Lord bless 
your soul! if you. was but to go into 
my sheep-fold yoo^d hear many on 'em 
cough a dealwor^e ; and as to Doctors, 
I thinks urn, no better than b,' packoi 
pickpochetif and if I was bad; Fd sooner 
drink sour small beer^ than tstkb any of 
their stuffs." 

Much more cohversatton passed bo* 
twe^ the humane Mnsk Bockingham, 
and the inhuman farmer ; from which^ 
she discovered that his antipathy tathe 
faculty proceeded entirely from* not 
ohusing to incur any expense ; and to 
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obviate which, she informed him, Doq- 
tor D — was her particular friend; 
that she expected him oa the follow«> 
log morrnng, and would bring him to 
the; farm ; adding, that whatever n^e- 
dicinc; he. flight think proper to order, 
should not be attended with any tx- 
pense to him. Satisfied on that head, 
he muttered something like an ac- 
'knowledgment, but in very ungracious 
terms ; and as soon as Mr^. Rockingr 
ham reached home she dispatched a 
servant to the Doctor, requesting to 
sc§ him on the following morning, and 
immediately gave orders for a large 
bowlof jdly to be sent the invalid. . 

The Doctor at the appointed time 
attended Ibe summons; and accom^ 
panied Mrs. Rockingham to the farm ; 
but upon taking leave of j^is ill-fated 
patient, informed her kind friend, he 
had never witnessed a more " Hope- 
less case. In shc^t,. ?^y.dear Madam 
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(said he) >he disease is making such 
rapid progress, that I do not believe 
the poor yoiing woman will be alive 
this day week. Her lunjgs are eom* 
pletcly ulcerated ; and I have every 
reasoti to suppose, that by the vid^nce 
of coughing, the ulcers iipoh her lungs 
will break; instant suffocation must 
then be the consequence, therefore it h 
highly improper she should be left one 
moment alone.** - ' « : 

Though Mrs. Rockingham had fefes- 
seen eminent danger, yet she had ao 
'idea the beings in whose Jate she had 
felt so warm an Interest, was so near 
the close of existence ; and upon taking^ 
leave of Doctor D— , she informed him 
she thought it a duty incumbent upon 
her to prepare the poor sufi^er for her 
approaching fate ; and likewise ta see 
a proper ptrson was engaged to attend 
her, in the capacity of nurse. For th» 
purpose the benevolent Mrs. Rocking^ 
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ham quitted her skilful compMion be- 
fore she reached home ; and reiurning 
to the farm met Ititle WUliam about 
an hundred yards from the bouse.-^ 
*^ Where are you going, my dear boy?*' 
said $be, ai the child flew towards her. 
'^ We be going. Madam, to see poor 
Peggy Cartwright/* replied the nurse^ 
*^ for the shepherd called this morning 
to say as how, she sadly wanted to ate 
my Hale fFHIy ; and though I does not 
know Yiow to spare the time, as I was 
at the wash tub^ yet I did not like to 
disappoint him, for he has been crying 
and fretting for a matter of these two 
hours, he has took aaeh an unacccunt-' 
able fancy to fcer.*' 

'^ It was rery kind of you, nurse, to 
comply with William's wishes," re- 
joined fttrs. Rockingham, ''bat very 
wrong in ytm William to cry and teaze 
poor nurse \ hawe?^ as you are bmy 
I will conduct him in safety as I atn 
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going to the fatrm/* The nurse took 
leave with many acknowledgnients to 
inadam for. her condescension^ and giv- 
ing her little pet strict charge to be 
^oody tripped lightly over the meadows 
anxious to be again at the washing tub. 

When Mrs. Rockingham re-entered, 
she found the invalid extremely ex- 
hausted from a violent fit of coughing, 
and the maid bathing her temples with 
some vinegar, as she had complained 
of extreme faintness« Her pallid hue 
corresponded with her feelings ; but 
the nioment she beheld little William, 
,a hectic glow of pleasure overspread 
.her snowy cheek, atid - stretching . out 
her hand, she said, ^^ My sw^et little 
fellow, are you'coine to see ppor Peggy 
before she dies .?'* * 

^^ No you . must net . die-; you must 
not go into the pithole; I shall cry sadly 
if you do ; here, take this, I saved it on 
purpose for yoU; I knOw it¥j[ill do 
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your cough good.** Taking from his 
pocket 8 piece of Bugar candy, and cs* 
tending it t9^vard8 her lipa^ 

^* My dear, dear fioy/* said the p8i> 
tient sufferer, in a low tone of voice ; 
then raising her azure eyes to Heaven> 
she implored the Almighty fo bJen. and 
protect him -; apparently fergetfuF that 
any person was present ; but perceiving 
the eyes of Mrs. Koekingham intently 
fixed on her, she burst into a flood- ol 
tears^Tbe little William gazed upbnrher 
with a^ mixturb of by Mpatby and asto- 
nishment, seldom displayed by chil«* 
dren of his age ; and Mris. Rockingham 
observing an old wbmain pass by with 
apples and oranges, gave hint sixpence 
to regale his appetite. A pause of some 
few moments succeeded, wh^n the 
benevolent friend of the invalid tooh 
her trembling band, saying, '^ My deair 
girl, will you not attribute it to idle 
curiosity . if I ask you whether tbeirp jf 
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any particular cause for your attachment 
tc^ WWimi'^'' l^.eggy conqcaled her 
face with a handkerchief^ her bosom' 
heaved as if labouring under some 
painfull secret^ and when she became 
more, composed and seemed endeavour- 
ing to reply to the interrogation^ the 
words actually died away ujpon hec 
lips, **^I would not distress you for 
the universe ;'* continued Mrs. Rock- 
ingham^ in a still softer tone of vo]ce<-«-^ 
*^ but I have entertained sit^gular ideas; 
respecting the child we hanre fostered $ 
ki shorty my dear young wdman^ I 
have . frequenlty imagined y4M could 
inf^m fn& whether his moiMer is living 
ov(kad9'^ She paused a& if waiting for 
an answei^, and finding AOne wasgiVen^ 
proceeded; **I conjure you locoAsider 
that the future interest and happiness 
6( this appatrently orphan Uitiefelldw^ 
may be greatly phoftioted by Mr^ 
Hockingham and mr/^elf kiiomxig uiha 
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are the authoQrs of his birth ; for thougii 
my generous husband hitherto ba^ been 
a father to hioij yet reeoUect he has chil- 
dren of bis own ; and though he mean^ 
to bind him apprentice to some U3efa^ 
business^ yet be must qfterwards de^ 
pend upon his own ind/usiiy for supp^ri^** 
•M know it, madam, too well ;." »*• 
plied the agitated Peggy Cart\Tfigbt, 
'^ but oh. Madam 1 could you know the 
grateful feelings of my heart, far the 
kindness you and* your hon6ured.hu8«> 
bimd bare shewn that innocent little 
ddrling, who suffers, I may say,, for 
hta father*^s faults, yoa would not thei^, 
madam*'*-***-*- at this moment the fiirm^ 
er entered, and with more tenderness 
than Mrs. Rockingham had everheard 
him: address his daughter, said, *^ fife 
was sorry^ to hear the doctor thought 
her so mortal bad^ God knows, child,^^ 
continoed he, '' I never thought no« 
thing 4bout ywr 4kfing from that there 
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nasty cough; and poor as I am, 1 
would willingly give the doctor the besi 
hundred guineas he ever clapped eyes 
upon, if so bey he would promise to cure 
you. 

Eren in this callous breasted- man, 
the powerful impulse of na/tcre not only 
softened the ferocity of his temper^ but 
conquered^ the sopdiid* se^fishness^f his 
heart ; and as he made the decfaratien; 
he wiped away the starting tear with the 
sleeve of his coat. Mrs. Rockingham 
'perceiving the effect the incautious 
farmer's upeech had made upon bis 
daughter,' whose countenance became 
even paler than it was be/bre ; and in 
tremulous accents she implored her 
father to inform her, how long the doci- 
tor thought it likely she might live. 

Mrs* Rockingham alarmed least he 
should candidly answer the awful en- 
quiify, said, " My dear Peggy, ikatis a 
question which no human being is able 
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U> solve; for life and deaths my poor 
giri^ are both in tl]|e hands of^ur Great 
Creator ; and he alone knows when the 
latter is to occun Yon doubtless are 
very ill, but the Almighty is all st^ci-- 
entf and if he thinks proper^ can restore 
you to the enjoyment of healthy but 
as death is the certain lot of aU, we 
should endeavour to meet it with forti- 
tude^ and by a well spent life^ be always 
prepared to render up our great ac- 
count • Perfection in creatures bom to 
frailty will not be .expected ; our blessed 
Saviour mercifully offered his precious 
life as an atonement for our sins ; he 
knows our weaknesses— >he pities our 
infirmities — ^and he will intercede for 
all the repentant sinners at the throne of 
grace* What a glorious prospect^ my 
dear Peggy, does Christianity present to 
our view ! for a few years of trial and 
^nfffering^ an eternity of bliss/ When 
this corruptible shall have put on in- 
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cerrtipti^, end this m&rtdl shall have 
pvrt on immortality* 

•* How soothing to the afflicted 
mrnd, how retiving to the drdoping 
spirits, are these interesting and conso- 
ling wdrds, * Come unto me all ye that 
Idbour and are hedvy laden^ and I will 
give you rest.' And we are assured in 
that if with penetential hearts, and ai 
lively faith we implore forgiveness it 
will begtantedi for our Saviour said 
to the thief who intreated pardon and 
intercemah j * This day fihalt thou be 

• • • • 

with me in Paradise.^ '* 

Near ah hour was sperit In ffiis kintl 
oFcon versation \ and Mrs. Rockingham 
perceiving the farmer not likely tore- 
tii^, informed him she wished to have 
a ftw Tiiinutes private conversation 
v^ilh'Ws daughter. The t6b-»tet«i affec- 
tibnate 'father aroie hastily, biid'«pdl&- 
gfiing for intrusion, quitted theiipart- 
ment, saying, ^ <jod grant, madain> 
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you n^ay be;ableto cheer .my poor gicl*s 
down cast miod^ £3r somehow or other 
I can't help thinkiag that ahe has some 
secret cat^se of grief.** 

^' Indeed^ , npy dear Peggy, I am of 
yotir father's opinion/* said Aiss. Rock* 
ingbam teodetly taking the inimlid's 
hand^ and intreatiog her to confide the 
source 0f :^er idquietijde, to the bosom 
of a sincere friend. For some .mtoiices 
Peggy remained xota/iyaiieaCjber baod* 
kerchief >?a». |Aao^d.laefivre hfiv ^c^ 
and her pakpilatiog. bosom proved Umi 
diatressed state cfC her mind; but at 
li^gih summooiqg resc^Q^imi^ she aa* 
ksimf lodged ihat jiule J^iliimm was her 
chiljin Mr./Edward$, w^ose name haA 
been mentioned in the former pari of 
this history^ as .a iDao destitute of idl 
religion and nforal pridcipfe^^thad^^bea 

IP^fSSf ^^ aboQt fifteeo^'beon.ifitimftfc^ 
tcrith her .fiuber^ and had ti&mi every 

means in :hi6.potmF^to.ditain ^he .aflbcM 
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tion of this artless girl. His person 
was handsome, bis manners were en* 
gaging, and Peggy consented to a pri* 
vate union ; for a quarrel having ftaken 
plaee between bim and her- father, the 
impetuous Cartwright forbade him the 
Souse, andinformed bis daughter that if 
ever he knew her speak to this detested 
being, he would instantly turn her out 
of doors. 

With no female friend to advise, 
without a mother to admonish her, the 
unfortunate giri consented to become 
the wife of the unprincipled Edwards^ 
3ret knowing the violence of her father's 
temper, she bad not resolution to ac^ 
knowledge her faulty and the ^ sudden 
death pf the man who had vowed to 
cberi^ and protect her, rendered her 
situation truly deplorable. Within a 
short time of the little William's birlfa, 
a sister of Peggy's, mother, who resided 
at a village a few miles distant from 
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Mr.' Rockingbam% obtained Mr. Cart-^ 
ivright*s permission for her niece to 
pass a few weeks at her house* To this 
relation Peggy intrusted the secret of 
htr private marriage, and she kindly 
promised to protect the babe from its 
birth ; but as if the Almighty resolved 
to punish an act of artifice and disobe-- 
dience, the poor woman died in less than 
a month after William was born. The 
unfortunate girl's situation was then 
truly pitiable ; she had lost dve only 
friend in whom she could confide ; to 
brave the resentment of her father wa| 
impossible ; and her first idea was to 
gobegging with her child. 

*The house in which her deceased aunt 
had Jived happened to be alone one ; 
and except an old woman^ who acted 
as servant^ and the surgeon^ no one 
knew of William's birth, for at the time 
of his sister's death. Farmer Cartwright 
(fortunately for his daughter) was con- 
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£ned with the gout. To this old wo- 
man, Peggy imparted her resolution of 
begging her bread to support her child^ 
but disapproving herplan^ she advised 
her to put him in a basket, and place 
him in the situation which has been de- 
scribed. 

. Mr& Rockingham listened to the re- 
cital of the penitent Patty, with the 
most interesting solicitude, and when 
she came to the close of it, said, ^* Dry 
your tears, my dear girl, you have been 
culpable, I allow, but not criminal, and 
your father I am persuaded, will pardon 
your offence." 

'^ Oh, madam, I implore you to con- 
fide my secret to your bosom !" e»- 
cldmed the terrified young woman, 
falling upon her knees, ^^ you know 
not the inveterate hatred my father has 
to the very name of Edwards, and my 
disobedience would fall upon the head 
of my innocent childj** Tears and sobs 



HISTORY OF THB ROCKINGHAMS. 171 
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prevented ber from proceeding, and 
Mrs, Rockingham with difficulty raised 
her from the prostrate position, calming 
her mind by an assurance that she would 
not betray the confidence which had 
been reposed in her, unless she was j&er- 
suaded that the farmer would readily 
pardon an act of disobedience. 

" 1 know him too-welly madam," re* 
plied the agitated Peggy. " Well, leave 
all things to me ;" rejoined Mrs. Rock- 
ingham, ^^ and God bless you, my dear 
girl." As this amiable woman was 
musing upon the singular intelligence 
which had been communicated, she 
overtook Farmer Cartwright and little 
William walking hand in hand ; and 
perceiving the former to be listening 
with apparent pleasure to the artless ob« 
servations of the latter, she said, "That 
IS a sweet little fellow, is he not^ my 
honest friend?^^ 

<^ He be one of the most engaginesi 

I 2 
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children^ I ever knew in my mortal 
days;" replied Cartwright, •* the woman 
who nursed ^im^ often comes to our 
house for a drop of skim milk, and the 
young rogue always seemed to have a 
^ort oi fancy to me^ but I never took 
much notice of him until this mornings 
and somehow or other, I feels a sort of 
liking for the boy, just as if be was my 
ownjlesh and blood.** 

** And so I am like your own ^esk 
and bloody** exclaimed the artless Wil- 
h'am, placing his little fat hand in that 
of the farmer's. " Look, God- mama," 
an appellation by which he always ad- 
dressed Mrs. Rockingham, ^* is not my 
^esh and blood like Mr. Cartwright's ?" 
*' I wish^to my soul it was so;" said 
the farmer emphatically, *' for madam, 
the doctor tells me, my poor girl has 
not many weeks to live ; and jthere is 
something very shocking in being left 
to the wide world without a friend. 
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or a child, at a time of life when one 
wants some one to take care of one> as a 
body may say." 

•* 1 will take care of you when I 
grow bigj if you will but let me," re- 
joined William, kissing the farmer's 
rough hand as he made the declaration. 
This appeared a most favourable mo- 
ment to Mrs. Rockingham^ and she 
resolved to avail herself of it ; and in 
the most judicious manner she disclosed 
the secret with which she had been so 
recently entrusted ; having first pre- 
faced her conversation by requiring a 
sacred promise from Mr. Cartwright^ 
not even to give his daughter the most 
distant hint of what she was going to 
tell him, unless authorized by her per^ 
mission. 

Attentively did the amiable Mrs. 
Bockingham watch the countenance 
of her auditor, whilst relating the im- 
portant intelligence ; and had the plea* 

I 3 
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sure of observing that though it VfM 
strongly marked with astonishment there 
were no traces of resentment. 

" The Lord be good unto me !" ex- 
claimed the farmer^ as the relator 
made a pause ; ^^ well to be sure^ 
madam, it is what I calls nater, that 
made me take a sort of fancy to that 
there hoy, but as to the Jather of him, 
why he was the good for nothingest 
dog that ever lived, and rather than 
have given my consent that Peggy 
Bhould have married him, I would have 
followed her to the grave*" 

** 1 fear, my good friend, you will too 
soon have that melancholy duty to per^ 
formy^ replied Mrs. Rockingham wish- 
ing to keep his sensibility alive, ** and 
however just the cause you have to de- 
spise the memory of that artless child's 
father^ the slightest agitation would 
inevitably hurry ihe poor mother io XhQ 
grave." 
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*^ / never had a father /" said the 
little fellow in a plaintive accent, '^ But 
you have a grandfather^Vfho will make 
a man of you, if you be a good boy,** 
rejoined the honest farmer^ catching the 
child in his arms, and letting a tear of 
genuine sensibility fall upon his ruddy 
cheek. " Don't cry, Mr. Cartwright, 
I can't bear to see nobody cry ; and my 
pretty Peggy often cries sadly, when 
Sibe kisses me, though I never doe^ 
nothing to vex her^ no more I has to 
vex you." 

This proof of feeling in the lovely 
child, completed the interest he had 
already gained in the bosom of his 
grandfather ; who declared that as his 
poor girl had not long to remain in this 
world ; she should enjoy the society of 
her child ; and intreated Mrs. Rocking- 
ham to return to the farm, and inform 
her that he was resolved immediately 
to adopt the boy ; and that, as it was 

I4 
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necessary she should have a proper 
proper person to take care of her ; he 
would instantly go and engage WiU 
liam's nurse» . 

The excessive joy which the poor 
girl felt at the unexpected intelligence 
which Mrs. Rockingham imparted, 
almost overcame her weak frame ; but 
recovering herself a little, she returned 
the Almighty, and her kind intercessor 
the thanks of a full and grateful heart ; 
and when the physician called on the 
following morning, he found her so 
much better, that he thought the medi^ 
cines he had ordered, had worked a 
miracle, and even began to entertain a 
hope of preserving her life. The sensi- 
bility of her nature however had preyed 
too deeply upon the delicacy of her 
constitution for human skill to be of 
essential avail ; for she had felt so much 
remorse of conscience, at having mar- 
ried without the consent of her parent. 
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and so much sorrow at being desert^ 
by the man, .who had induced her to 
be guilty of so reprehensible a deed ; 
that though the delight she experienced 
at receiving her father's forgiveness^ 
and hearing him sacredly promise to 
protect her child, seemed for a short 
time to renovate her exhausted body» 
yet in less that a week after William 
was proclaimed Mr,|Cartwright'8 grand- 
son, his ill-fated mother died ; leaving 
a fatal memorial behind her^ of the 
misery which arises from acting with* 
out a parentis advice^ 

The death of poor Peggy was univer- 
sally deplored by all her acquaintance^ 
or I ought to have said friends, for so 
gentle and conciliating were her man- 
ners^ that every creature who- knew 
her^ would have been happy to render 
h^er a service. All Mrs. Rockingham's 
young family attended the funeral, and 
watered • her grave with tears ; but 

15 
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Henry and Louisa were more deeply" 
afFected than is in the power of lan- 
guage' to express. That amiable boy 
upoii returning bome^ locked the door 
of his apartment for the purpose of 
paying an additional tribute to the me- 
mory of the ill fated young woman^ 
and Mrs. Rockingham suspecting in 
what manner he was occupying bim- 
Sielf^ requested to be admitted^ for the 
purpose of furnishing him with a few 
hints. Several days elapsed before the 
diffident young poet could produce 
any thing that he thought would meet 
with his mama*s approbation ; who had 
requested him in describing the amia- 
ble traits in Peggy's character; not to 
avoid mentioning her faults. ^* For 
much/' said sha^ ^^as I loved and pitied 
that ill-fated young woman^ I could 
not be blind to that\ and if you were 
merely to celebrate her virtues^ it would 
appear a kind of isanction to others to 



J 
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commit an act of disabedienee** How 
Henry succeeded in his attempt at 
Elegiac poetry^ the following lines will 
prove ; but he certainly deserved cre- 
dit for so strictly obeying the advice he 
had received from his mama.— 

.Elegiac Lims on the Death of an amiable 

you^g Woman. 

Within this halIow*d spot of earth. 

Is Margaret's narrow bed ; 
Like a sweet flow'r she bloomed awhile^ 

Then droop'd her languid head. 

The rose in alf its loveliest hoe 

Coald not with her compare $ 
I^or waff the lilf, cygnet tvhitej 

So delicalelj fair» 

Untutored she, m guiht or art. 

But yet by art betray'd ; 
Tor Hymen fofg*d an iron chain. 

To bind the love-sick maid. 

• 
. . ,No paienfii sanction blessfd the yowa . 

She at the altar swore^ 

• • • « 

And he, to whom those vows were made^ 
Soon left b€t to deploio 
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That want of doty and respect 

Which 18 a parent's due ; 
Aad sorrow from that fatal hour. 

Kept Margaret in view. ^ 

The bloom of health soon fied her cheeky . 

The lastre left those eyes 
Where soft expression U8*d to dwell ; 

And tears succeeded sighs. 

Her fragile form conld not snstaici. 
The load 'twas doom'd to beat » 

And this ill-fated wife becaaie 
The victim of despair* 

Bnt for this one mistaken act» ' 

Had Margaret been re?er*d ; 
For virtue glowM wilbio her breast 

And made hef name endeared. 

Ye, thonghtless yomig* who read these liae^ 
Be war n'd by Margaret's fate ; 

And let each parentis jadgmcnt gaidft 
Each action ere too late*. 

So much pleased was Mrs. Rocktiig^ 
jbam with the above speeimen of her 
soa's poetic abilities^ that she resolved 
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to shew them to Farmer Cartwright^ 
who requested permission ta have them 
engraven upon his daughter^ist^ tbrnh*;- 
to which the diffident Henry strongly 
oljecied, but as his mother united her 
intreaties^ bis scruples were at lengtlk 
overcome^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



By Edacatioii*s gaidiag hand, the youthfal mind is taagh^ 
To feel its dignity — and soars to brilliancy of thought ! 
Tho* nobI« actions must obtain the public meed of praise. 
Yet all the heroes that e'er wore the circling wreath ef bay v 
AUow that ettiuation firM their breasts with' hve o//ame, 
Tbea may each youth in Albion's Isle revere its very namcv 



Though the little William still resided 
at his grandfatber^s yet bis amiable be« 
tiefactress still considered him as under 
her maternal care ; and though the old 
gentleman parted from him. mth great 
reluctance^ she at length persuaded hinD 
to place the child at a neighbouring: 
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school^ where he soon evinced such 
uncommon brilliancy of parts^ and 
such an eager thirst after knowledge, 
that Mrs. Rockingham felt persuaded 
he would make a brilliant figure in the 
world. 

Frederick after having about two 
years at Winchester, became as fond of 
study as any boy in the school ; and 
that inertness or rather apalby of dis-* 
position, which had so peculiarly marked 
his childhood, was succeieded by a de- 
sire of excelling in whatever he under^ 
took. It has been observed in the 
early part of tliis history, that Frede^ 
rick's father left both himself and sister 
a very ample fortune j a circumstance 
Mr. Rockingham thought proper to^ 
conceal from the farmer in particular^ 
lest a knowledge of independence 
shoidd increase that ijoddlence to which* 
he was naturally prone. It must like* 
wise be remembered that 9 gentleman 
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of the namo of Mansel^. was left joint* 
guardian with Mr« Rockingham to these 
orphai^. children ;; bat conceiving he 
had' fulfilled his diity by placing them 
under the care of Vheir uncle^ no per- 
sonal intercourse had taken place be- 
tween the guardians for several years. 
From Mn Mansel being a Russian 
merchant^ he occasionally visited that 
country ; in consequence of. which a 
a sincere regard bad subsisted between * 
the gentlemen, and was the means of 
inducing Mh Edward Rockingham to * 
place his children jointly under his 
friend*s and brother's care; 

On the day that Frederick completed 
lus fifteenth year, IS/lr^ Mansel unex^ 
pectedly arrived at Mr. Rockingham's^ . 
for the purpose of informing thai gen- 
tleman, he thought it time to fix upon: ^ 
some profession for his ward ; ^^ for my 
dear sir/^ said he *^ however affluent a 
young man*a fortune may be^ I . think ^ 
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he ought to have some object in pur* 
suit/' As Frederick's uncle perfectly 
coincided in this opinion, Mr. Mansel 
immediately proposed giving him a 
share in his mercantile concerns^ pro- 
vided the young gentleman had no fixed 
dislike to the plan. 

As it happened to be the vacation^ 
Frederick was personally consulted ; 
and as a desire of revisiting his native 
country had long been the inhabitant 
of his breast, he embraced the proposal 
with all the avidity natural to his age. 
Every thing was therefore immediately 
arranged for this new connection ; an 
attorney employed, and articles drawn up 
for the young man*s name to be affixed 
to the firm ; but with this conditon, 
that be was to remain two years longer 
at Winchester; and daring that pe- 
riod apply himself closely to his studies, 
and particularly to acquiring a perfect 
knowledge of the Russian language. 
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As in a public school^ the classics 
are the chief object, it was agreed that 
Mr. Mansel should engage a kind of 
private tutor for the young merchant, 
who was to attend him at tho^ hours 
in which he would not be required to 
be in the college. This matter being 
arranged without any difficulty, from 
MnManseFs personal acquaintance with 
several Russians who resided in London, 
Frederick returned to Winchester, ac-» 
companied by his uncle, and bis new 
instructor, as the former thought it 
necessary to make the gentleman under 
whose immediate care Frederick had 
been entrusted, acquainted with his 
future plans. 

Scarcely five months had elapsed 
after this arrangement, when, one 
morning at breakfast, a letter, the su- 
perscription of which was unknown to 
Mr. Rockingham, was put into his 
hand ; ^^ What new ct^rrespondent have 
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/ here P" said he^ in a jocose accent^ 
*' surely no fair damsel has fallen in 
love with an old man; it certainly 
comes from a female^ and I am eager to 
view the contents.'* So saying he 
opened the letter^ perused and re- 
perused it again; then clasping his 
hands together, exclaimed^ ^* Great 
God !" and hastily rising from the table^ 
hurried out of the room. The amiable 
partner of his joys and sorrows instantly 
followed him, alarmed by the tone of 
voice in whic^ I^q had^^^^ered this un- 
usual ejacolation^ ar.u soon found the 
letter contained the melancholy intelli- 
gence of Mr. Mansel being a ruined 

** Our poor Frederick is doubtless 
involved in this unexpected calamity T* 
exclaimed Mrs. Kockingbam^ as she 
anxiously gazed upon her husband's 
intelligent countenance ; '^ and our 
dear^ dear Ellen j will^ I fear, participate 
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in his luckless fate r* replied Mr. Rock- 
ingbam/ '* for from their unprincipled 
guardian residing in the metropolis, I 
endowed him with the power of placing 
her fortune either in the fAree or Jive 
per cent. 

** The letter which had occasioned 
so much real inquietude to the amiable 
Mr. and Mrs. Rockingham, was writ* 
ten by Mrs. Mansel ; and though she 
endeavoured to represent the state of 
her husband*^ affairs in as favourable 
a manner as possible, it appeared evi- 
dent^ that his fortune had become & 
perfect wreck. In a situation so alarm- 
ing, the slightest delay might be dan^ 
gerous ; Mr. Rockingham therefore re- 
solved to set off for London immediate- 
ly, for the purpose of trying whether 
any exertion on his part, could preserve 
the property of his beloved wards. 

Upon investigating the affairs of the 
imprudent Mr. Mansel> it was found 
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that he had ruined himself and those 
with whom he was connected^ by em* 
barking both his and their property in 
a speculating scheme; which not 
answering his expectation^ had swallow- 
ed up an ample fortune, which, by 
honest industry, he had been accumu* 
lating. So certain of success was this 
injudicious man, that he had embarked 
part ofEllen's property in erecting this 
air-built castle ; and so great was his 
remorse upon finding all his hopes frus- 
trated, that in a moment of desperation 
he quitted the kingdom; leaving his 
affairs in a state of the utmost embar- 
rassment, and his unfortunate wife over- 
whelmed with despair. Three joint 
partner Sj besides Frederick, were shar- 
ers in this calamity; and aided by their 
assistance, Mr. Rockingham brought 
order out of confusion ; but melancholy 
to relate, by investigating the whole 
transaction, he discovered that the 
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greater part of his nephew's fortune was 
irretrievably gone ; and that the injury 
his niece had sustained by the impru- 
dence of her guardian amounted to near 
six thousand pounds. 

As the name of Mansel and Co, still 
retained respectability in Russia, Mr. 
Rockingham thought it most advisable 
to pursue the original design, and send 
his nephew over to that country aS 
soon as he had completed his studies. 
As poor Frederick never knew the ex- 
act sum his father had left him, Mr. 
Rockingham thought it better not to 
make him acquainted with the extent 
of his loss ; he was therefore merely 
informed that Mr. Mansel had em* 
barked in a scheme which had ruined 
his own fortune J and materially injured 

that of those with whom he was con- 
cerned. 

Every letter which arrived from 

George was calculated to increase the 
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happiness of bis amiflble parents ; he 

was not only beloved by his acquaint- 
ance but seenoed to be a favorite of 
fortune ; for Mr. Johnson, the gentle « 
man whose name was so particularly 
mentioned in that amiable young man*8 
first letter y formed such an attachment 
to him, that he offered to make him 
acting-partner in his house ; and Mr. 
Orloff aware of the superior advantages 
of the situation^ readily ^consented to 
the proposal. 

George had commenced 'merchant 
near a twelve month, when the unex* 
pected misfortune occurred to his cou- 
sin : and to "prove the goodness of his 
heart, and display the soundness of bis 
understanding, I shall copy a letter 
which Frederick received from him by 
the iirst ship which sailed from Russia, 
after he became acquainted with the 
melancholy intelligence. 
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•• To Mr, Frederick Rockingham, 

•* My dear Frederick, 

^^ I have ibis moment re- 
ceived a letter from my beloved and 
revered father^ the first which I ever 
perused with aoy other sensation than 
joy^ but the account of the misfortune 
which has so unexpectedly overtaken 
yon, fills my breast with the deepest 
concern • 

Yet do not suffer your mind to be 
depressed, my dear fellow, by the al« 
teration which has taken place in your 
circumstances ; time reconciles us to 
the heaviest calamities ; and all misfor- 
tunes are supportable but iho^t we hring 
upon ourselves* Besides, my dear Fre- 
derick, the world lies before you ; you 
have youthy healthi and /riends, to con- 
duct you through life ; and with such 
auxiliaries, what difficulties may not a 
mah overcome ? Amongst the latter, I 
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trust you -will ever rank me^ and consU 
der me in the light of a br other ^ who bj 
having a few more years over hin bead, 
has aqquired a litt}e more experience^ 
4nd niay tberefore^ in some instances^ 
he eapaUe of giving ^oi£ advice. 

" Thaf you ^rc Ukely to visit thia 
cpwntry, affords me tbe most heartfelt 

plfia?ure; in short, I want nothing to 

?9»jplete niy happiness but the sopiety 
of my dear relations ; yet we must all 
have a something to want and wish fpr, 
or we ^bpijld bieicpme too much attached 
tp this wprldf If any thing could com- 
pensate for thp 1q§s of my famly, it 
VopW jf}? tbealFectjooafekindnfis? wiA 
wbipb J »m treated by the master aqd 
^ii§treps pf the house I now inhabit ; 
fojr Mr. apd Mjts, John^n not only 
treat ipe lyitb every cisternal mar^: xrf 
Qivility, J?pt ip cy^ry rpspect a^ if | waa 
th?ij,$Qp;» 

WiJb %l|p^sc of M^nsel an^l Co«i^ 
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pany, Mr. Johnson has had several 
mercantile transactions, and he desires 
xne to assure you, that upon your arri- 
val, he shall feel much pleasure in pro- 
moting your interest by that experience 
he has acquired^ from having been an 
inhabitant of Russia upwards of twenty 
years, and with what secret satisfaction 
shall I impart to you, my dear cousin^ 
the little knowledge I have been able 
to obtain. 

^' Though maxims are considered as 
a proof of want of education, yet I can- 
not help referring to one, which at the 
present moment strikes me ; namely^ 
^ That two persons of one trade never 
agree ;* but as our mercantile concerns 
doiaot interfere with each other, I have 
every reaWn to hope we shall long con- 
tinue friends. Our trade is connected 
with the Chinese ; and of course all oiir 
commodities are sent by carravan^^ 
which having dislodged their burdens^ 
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are again laden with gald, tea, silk and 
cotton, in return for the produce of this 
country, but furs, of different kinds, 
are most acceptable to them. We like- 
wise earry on a trade with the Tartars, 
and in return receive curled lambskins, 
and India silks ; and to Persia, from 
whence we receive the latter article in 
a raw state ; therefore from this state* 
ment, my dear Frederick, you will per- 
ceive our interests are totally uncon- 
nected. 

" The exports from this country to 
England are various ; and as your in- 
terest is deeply concerned in them, it 
may not be un-entertaining to enume^ 
rate them; and as health, is dearer to a 
man than fortune, I shall commence 
my dcscripiton, by specifying our t/rv^i, 
the chief of which are tmsk and rAt^ 
barb, though there are several othera 
of inferior npte. Our fur$^ (you will 
smile at th« appellation) butreooUoot 
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t am now a Russian merakantf and 
therefore mention the commodities of 
this coantry as if I was a native ; well 
then the furs, my dear fellow^ are a 
principal article of commerce ; in addi"^ 
tion to which we export iron^ copper^ 
mti^IoEtby hemp, flax, linen, and thread^ 
red leather, piteli^ tar, wax^ tallow^ 
lioney, isinglass^ linseed oil, pot-ash^ 
«oq>, tmin-oil, feathers, hogs«*bri6tles» 
mid timber <^ various kinds. 

" These, my dear Frederick, are the 
principal articles of exportation from 
this country, which since the reign of 
the immortal Peter, has acquired a 
degree of importance in the commercial 
-world, unprecedented in the annah 
either <:i( Jkdent or Modern History. 
Before this magnanimous sovereign 
ascneded the throne of Russia^ Archmai^ 
gel was tlic only port whicii opeoed a 
oomtnuaicattoQ with the different ports 
ef Europiej hat to prove to you the 
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astonishing increase of commerce, bj 
the judicious regulation of that great 
prince, there are now thirteen ; namely^ 
Archangety Peter^urg^ Riga^ Revel^ 
Pemeem, Norva, Wibeurg^ Fredericks 
sham, jtstracarij and Kola ; besides 
several others which have been opened 
since the unjust usurpation of that ex^ 
tensive tract of country which belonged 
to the unfortunate King of Poland, 
if I describe Russia as being favorable 
to commerce, how much more so is our 
native country ; though, unfortunately^ 
too many of its inhabitants do not pro* 
perly estimate the blessings they enjoy» 
Every article of English manufactory 
IS hdd here in high estimation ; and 
lam persuaded if a young man was in« 
clined to make trading voyages, akcrr 
nately, from hence to England, merely 
with' necessary and fashionable articiea 
of dress, he might, in a very few yearns, 
tealiaoe an indepefidant, if ^uitan ample 
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fortune. Yet do not suppose^ my dear 
Frederick^ I am going to recommend 
you to become an itinerant provider of 
apparel, either for your own^ or ihe fair 
sex ; I merely made the observation to 
convince you of the certainty there is 
of a young man making a rapid fortune 
in the mercantile line, if be has even a 
very small property to begin with ; pro- 
vided be is attentive, prudent and in^ 
dustrious. I have only one-fourth of 
the profits arising from oiir mercantile 
transactions ; yet, my dear cousin, 
should you want a few hundred pounds 
upon your arrival, I shall have a secret 
•satisfaction in supplying you with tbemj, 
and shall consider your acceptance of 
this offers, as one of the strongest proofs 
you could give me of your esteem. 

** Though the memory of the illustri- 
ous Peter is held in veneration by all 
ranks of people, yet those in the mer- 
cantile line^ bave the greatest reason 
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to respect it, for it was Peter who laid 
down a plan for the extension orcom'- 
merce^ and gave encouragement to 
those who exported goods from foreign 
countries into his. Though that Prince 
liberally rewarded merit wherever he 
discovered it ; yet in his private ex« 
penses he was a strict oeconomist ; and 
I was informed by a gentlemen whose 
father was page to him, that he would 
even wear darned stockings. A cour- 
tier one day observing this defect in his 
majesty^s apparel, caressed his astonish- 
ment at such a mark of humiliation^ 
* And why/ replied the Czar, * should 
I not wear my stockings mended, if, 
tlicy will last me another year ?' Ano- 
ther instance this same gentleman gave 
me of the liberality of that monarch's 
sentiments, and of his aversion to every 
species of detraction ; for a nobleman 
having related several circumstances 
that were prejudicial to the fame of an 

K 4 
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absent acquarntantaiice, the Emperor 
patiently listened for some tim^ to the 
discourse, then addressing himself to 
the company, said, ^ Is there not ^ 
fair side also, in the character of th^ 
person just spoken of? Come, tell me, 
I beseech you, what good qualities you 
have remarked in kirn T 

'* This anecdote reminded me of my 
beloved father, whom we have so fre- 
quently heard testify his disapprobation 
whenever cfe/rac//on became the subject 
of conversation. The Russians however 
are by no means addicted either to sa- 
tirizing the failings, or depreciating 
the merits of each other; this may 
perhaps proceed from a tiatural tacitur- 
nity, or from t^e pleasure they take in 
conversing upon more serious subjects. 
Though learning and literature were 
two centuries back, scarcelv known 
in this vast empire, yet during the 
reign of Catharine, they met with such 
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vrnprecendented support^ that some of 
the brightest geniuses were drawn hi* 
tfaer^ as by a focus, and' superior abi- * 
lities, of <ev0ry denomineilon^ were oer^- 
tain of meeting with reward, for the 
buflvblest raeefaanics, if endowed with 
inventive iacultieSy were aa oertain of 
acqutringoompetcfice by tbetr exertion,, 
as the great'OSt statesman was of being 
devated to an important post. The 
pvesent &m>peror likewise tatkesfr^ery 
w&pj opportunity of testifying reelect 
for every apecies^ of iaient; and (that 
dood of ignorance which oversliadovi^ 
Ae io0v«er otrder, is. io^ aome degrees Ab^ 
persing^ as spublic seboola are now 
establisfaing in many of the principal 
towosc Vassalage however is mwet 
likelyf to be ahcdSsbed in rthe ^mr- 
peoor's dosnioioius ; ^ tea^twbibt the 
bigberdasses have tiiefiower of making 
their inferiors feel ihe (foiuae of that aiu 
tborijby wbieb ^be >L&^slature puts into 

15:5 
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their hands ; for those oppressed people 
actually seem to think themselves a dif- 
ferent race of mortals to those who pos* 
sess the accidental advantages of for* 
tune and rank. 

" This promises to be one of the se- 
verest winters we have experienced 
many years ; for thoughonly the 1 5th oC 
November^ several of the rivers af^ al- 
ready frozen. There are few things^ my 
dear Frederiek^ which will astonish yoa 
more upon your arrival at Petersburgh^ 
than our markets , where you will see 
immense piles of drfTerent animals, each 
completely frozen, enveloped in a case 
of ice. Animals which are killed to- 
wards the latter end of October, will 
keep perfectly untainted for several 
months\ and the most delicate veal we 
bave is brought from jirchaaf^el in this 
atate, a distance of near four hundred 
miies. As soon- as aninoals, of all de* 
s^crijptions, are killed in this country^ 
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they are placed in large tubs^ made for 
for the purpose, each divided from the 
other by a thick layer of snow, which 
freezing. immediately, forms an incrus- 
tation round the food and by that means 
preserves it from putrefaction, and ren- 
ders it as delicate as any you ever eat 
in England* The method of thawing 
food is to plunge it'in cold water and 
letting it remain there for a certain 
period; but was any person injudicii- 
ously to heat that element, instant pu^ 
tref action would be the consequence* 
As I amton. the subject of provisons^^ I 
must not avoid, informing you that 
Captain Barclay, who has kindly offered 
to be the bearer of this letter, has this 
moment been jocosely accusing me of 
of monopolizing half bis ship by. the 
quantity of . cavear^ which I have eut^ 
treated him to present to .my beloved 
mother^ who I know was always par- 
tial to that delicacy. Cavear^ my dear 
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cousin^ is the rows of the stui^on and 
the Beluga, two fish in high estimation, 
among the Russians ; and we have like- 
wise cod and salmon in abundance* 
As all ignorant peopk are famed for 
superstition, the lower order in particu- 
lar, have a high veneration for the 
Beluga, as upon opening many of them 
a glutinous kind of matter is discover- 
able, ivhich upon being exposed ^o the 
air soon acquires consistency, and is 
caliedtbe Beluga stones, tiiese stones 
are grated and administered is several 
kinds of disease; though medical men 
iaugh at the idea, and consider tbem 
as an old tvoman's charm ^ 

^ As I wrote to my dear parents about 
tt fortnight ago^ I shall tntreat you to 
offer my most aflTeetionate regard; 
for though I blush «t assigning iusine$s 
as an excuse for the neglect of liKal 
duty, yet every moment of ray time is 
trdly precious^ and the ali^eat neglect 
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6f these coneerns, with wbicli I am en- 
trusted by Mr. Johnson^ would be 
considered as an unpardonadle fault* 
Though be is one of Ae best hearted 
men in the universe^ yet in point of 
business^ if I may he allowed the ex« 
presston^ he is a strict disciptinarian t 
and if myself, or any of the clerks were 
to be (guihy of an mattention, he woiild 
treat it as an unpardonable offence ;. 
but £rom ibis conipulous exactness our 
Jlrm is allowed to be conducted with 
moire circumspection <t)haB any odier ai 
Petersburgh. 

^ I must once more repeat, my dear 
rVcdertck, that I long for the arrival of 
that moment when I shall have an op- 
portunity •of personalty evincing my 
frietdship and regard. Kiss the three 
dear girls for me; tell Henry lie possesc& 
mi ample portion of my beart ;^ and in- 
treat Miss Hazlemere to do me the fa^ 
vourof accepting the skin Capt. Barclay 
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will have the pleasure of presenting to 
her, as a triflipg proof of my esteem 
and regard 

"Adieu, my dear fellow, and recollect 
that though you have lost a fortune, by 
application and perseverance it may, in 
a few years, be doubled ;. and that the 
wealth we derive from others, is not 
balf as valuable as that which is acquired 
by our own exertions.. 

•* George Rockingham^** 

r • 

. This gratifying epistle and the pre*- 
aent which accompanied it, . were per«» 
sonally delivered by Captain B ■ who- 
described George as a young man who 
to be known must, be esteemed. In 
compliance with the pressing iiivitatipn 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rockingham> he re* 
saalned their guest near a. week ; and 
during his visit he persuaded his hospi<- 
table entertainer to let Frederick be^ 
come the companion of his next voyage^. 
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which he represented as not likely to 
take place within nine ^r ^'ten monthsv 
Three weeks however had not elapsed 
after the Captain*s departure when a 
letter was delivered from that gentle- 
man, assigning the most cogent rea- 
sons for his immediate return to {lussia., 
and intreating Mr. Rockingham tp 
place Frederick under bis protQction-* 
A request likely to prove so beneficial 
to the young man, of course was aot re.- 
jected; and Mrs.Kockliigham, Matilda-^ 
Louisa, and Ellen were all busily emr 
ployed in preparing bis things. The^ 
children in the Charity Shool^. were aH 
gratified in having an opportunity of 
testifying their zeal in the service of 
their benefactress^, and in the course of 
VL/brtnightj the young traveller's ward- 
robe was completed*. 

Though Frederick could not takc^ 
leave of such near and dear eonnexioru^ 
without testifying the deepest regret ;. 



SOS fflSTORT or THE KOCKIIYOHAMS, 

yet the idea of revisiting his native 
country isoon dissipated the dejection 
whic^ hung ^po0 his spirits ; and duf- 
fing the whole of the voyage he dili- 
gently applied every moment to perfect 
liimsetf m the Russian language. 

The meeting 'between the two cousins- 
was equjflty gratifying to both parties ;: 
Frederick might be said to be laden 
with presents^ for 3& the children who 
derived so mniy advantage from Mr. 
Aockingham^iB benevotonce, requested 
permission to send some little madk. o( 
respect ^ MasHer Gecn^ge i andMatilda^ 
Xronisa^ snd £fien> Irad beea preparif^g 
for Frederick's expected departure seve- 
ral months. Matilda ^embroidered htm 
an elegant letter-ease laceompamed 
with a sword knot ; Louisa sent him. 
four beautiful drawings from the Sacred 
History of Tcfbitt and £lles f^resented 
him with two worked eraivats and a 
very handsome purse. Henry *« gWt lac 
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exceeded the others in value ; as he had 
for a length of time hoarded up all his 
pocket money^ for the secret satisfao- 
tjon of evincing the attachment he fe^ 
towards bis brother^ and had made a 
purchase of the most valuable editions 
of Pope*s Translation of the Iliad and 
Odyssey ; and in the page which de- 
scribed the parting between Hector and 
Andromache, he inserted a paper con- 
taining the following appropriate lines; 
as Captain B— had informed him a 
mutual affection faad^f^en place bo* 
ween Miss Johnson and George. 

Lines addressed to a Brother with a present 
of Homer's I Had, and inserted between 
the parting of Hector and jlndromachcm 

May yoti« my dear bro^ber, be ne'er dooai*d to feel. 
Those p«ing$ which the Greciao with vulnertdkeel^ 
loflicted on Hector-'^the Hero of TroY» 
And osay yowr AndTomache% -kii'yw nought h»Xjf!f^\ 

■»— — II ■■ ' ■ . I ■ ■»iiii 1 1 1 ■■ I - I ..... I. II . I ■.J^^-^— .— — »»^— »^Ma> 

* Alluding to the Mother of Achilles having planged hini» 
when an inlanf, in the Biver Stjrx* and rendered everji 
part of bis bodj iuvnlnerable except the hi%l by ^vlydi sha^ 
heldbtin« 
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And whoe'er she provc»— may no sorrow or eare 
E'er faH to her lot— for Jd rhose you must share. ! 
ThoQgh this Hector s?l pattern for all martial men, 
Magnanimoos deeds give no aid to the pen ; 
Or rather to those, who by commerce attain 
The comforts of life — and a good fortune gain. 
Yet do not suppose I mean that the line 
Yon have chosen, should not mihtrue IriUiancy 

shine )— 
For where will yon find a class more respected 
Than mercantile mrn ? — Or more honour detected? 
I ooly intended^ dear brother, to shew» 
That Hector, could not bt. a pattern for you. 
Unless as a husband— -who lov'd not his life 
Half so dear as the being, he c'nim'd as his wife.. 
May your life, my kind brother^ with Bmoothnesr 

long glide 
On waters which icarcely admit of a fide y 
And instead of the sanguine and embattJM fieldis 
May domestic con^forts be brighter than shields t 
Yet as we perase fair Andromacbe'i woes. 
The pure tide of sympathy unbidden flows ; 
We share in her sorrows, we feel all ber pains. 
And in the mind's eye— « behold those domains* 

f ' ' < II ■» II iw n ■ I I . ,1 , „ 

* See Pope's Iliad, and the request made by Andromache. 

*' That quarter most the skilful Greeks annoy 

*• Where jon wild fig-tree joins the w.aH« of Troy ; 

*^ 7%e«, from this <oti;V,.def«nd the important goat.'' icCm. 
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She wishM that her Hector would solely protect. 
And the tow'r, oear the fig-tree« not quit or neglect! 
But the pray'r of the hero still seems to arise, 
(As we read the description) qaite pure to the skies, 
And parental tenderness beams forth as bright 
As the Cynthean Queen who presides o*cr the 

night ! 
But enough, my dear George, of all heroes of old $ 
For what is so dull as a story twice told 9 
Yet twice, n)y good fellow, a troth I will tell. 
That few persons lore you, so ardent and well i 
And this love is establish'd on basis so sore, 
. That tljl mf life eodetb my love will endure* 

Ht Ri 

Henry could not have fixed upon a 
present so: truly acceptable^ as the one 
be fortunately selected; but it wa9 
rendered doubly val liable by the spon- 
taneous effusions of affection which ac- 
cooipanied it; and to each of 6eorge*s 
intimate acquaintance was this proof of 
his brother's poetic talents exultingly 
displayed. Frederick from the moment 
of his arriral in the ^Russian Empire^ 
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devoted the greater part of his time to 
the acquiring a perfect knowledge of 
mercantile affairs, yet contrived to allot 
a small portion of it to the improvement 
of his mind ; and though^ as a child^ 
the habit of indolence appeared nncon^ 
querable, as a young man he was re* 
markable for zeal and attention. 

The loss of fortune to that young 
man might justly be considered as a 
blessing, for had he known himself to be . 
independent, the natural biass of his 
disposition would have checked all ex« 
ertion ; but from having been kept ig- 
norant of that circumstance by the ju- 
dicious conduct of his uncle, he became 
sensible that he had only his own abi- 
Tities to depend upon for supports The 
failure of Mr. MansePs schemes acted 
as a beacon, and prevented him from 
wishing to embrace any speculative 
plan* that was proposed ; and aided by 
the advice, and influenced by the ex.-*. 
ample of his cousin, he became one ot 



U^STORY OP THE R0CKIN6HAMS. 219 

the most respectable mercbants in 
Petersburgh. 

Perfect happiness is seldom the lot 
ot Human Beings; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Rockingham were fully sensible of the ^ 
truth of this rema^rk ; for I grieve to 
say, that as Matilda arrived at years of 
maturity the unaimable traits in her 
character encreased, and instead of 
proving a comfort to them, she was a 
constant source of uneasiness. The 
unhappiness this imperiou^ girl occa- 
sioned her parents was, however, great- 
ly diminished by the daily instances of 
virtue and goodness in Henry and 
Louisa, and they likewise derived a 
secret satisfaction from observing a 
thousand amiable traits in Ellen and 
little William^ whose grandfather dying 
about two^ears after his mother, in- 
trusted him to the care of Mr. Rock- 
ingham. 

FINIS. 



